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Look again at that dot. That's here. That's home. That's us. On 

it everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever 

heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out their 

lives. The aggregate of our joy and suffering, thousands of 

confident religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every 

hunter and forager, every hero and coward, every creator and 

destroyer of civilization, every king and peasant, every young 

couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful child, inventor 

and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, 

every "superstar," every "supreme leader," every saint and 

sinner in the history of our species lived there—on a mote of 

dust suspended in a sunbeam.
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He grew up before him like a tender shoot,

and like a root out of dry ground.
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Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
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“Whereas the Providence which has guided our whole existence 

and which has shown such care and liberality, 

has brought our life to the peak of perfection in giving to us 

Augustus Caesar, whom Providence filled with virtue for the 

welfare of mankind, and who, being sent to us and to our 

descendants as a savior, has put an end to war and has set all 

things in order; and whereas, having become visible… 

and whereas, finally that the birthday of the god, 

Caesar Augustus, has been for the whole world 

the beginning of the gospel concerning him, therefore, 

let all reckon a new era beginning from the date of his birth.”
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Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were 

in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and 

the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of 

the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
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The people walking in darkness

have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness

a light has dawned.

You have enlarged the nation

and increased their joy;

they rejoice before you

as people rejoice at the harvest,

as warriors rejoice

when dividing the plunder.
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For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,

you have shattered

the yoke that burdens them,

the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor.

Every warrior’s boot used in battle

and every garment rolled in blood

will be destined for burning,

will be fuel for the fire.
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For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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Of the greatness of his government and peace

there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.
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The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. Think 

of the rivers of blood spilled by all those generals and 

emperors so that, in glory and triumph, they could become the 

momentary masters of a fraction of a dot. Think of the endless 

cruelties visited by the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel 

on the scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of some other 

corner, how frequent their misunderstandings, how eager they 

are to kill one another, how fervent their hatreds.
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Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion 

that we have some privileged position in the Universe, are 

challenged by this point of pale light. Our planet is a lonely 

speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in 

all this vastness, there is no hint that help will come from 

elsewhere to save us from ourselves.

The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There 

is nowhere else, at least in the near future, to which our 

species could migrate. Visit, yes. Settle, not yet. Like it or not, 

for the moment the Earth is where we make our stand.
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It has been said that astronomy is a humbling and character-

building experience. There is perhaps no better demonstration 

of the folly of human conceits than this distant image of our 

tiny world. To me, it underscores our responsibility to deal 

more kindly with one another, and to preserve and cherish the 

pale blue dot, the only home we've ever known.



“From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain;

prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit.

They dress the wound of my people

as though it were not serious.

‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace.”



He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by mankind,

a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.

Like one from whom people hide their faces

he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.



Surely he took up our pain

and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,

stricken by him, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions,

he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,

and by his wounds we are healed.



See, my servant will act wisely;

he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.

Just as there were many who were appalled at him—

his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human 

being and his form marred beyond human likeness—

so he will sprinkle many nations,

and kings will shut their mouths because of him.



For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by 

setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 

regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 

humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body 

to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which 

he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to 

you who were far away and peace to those who were near.



& FORTHCOMING



1. Trust the Scriptures



1. Trust the Scriptures

2. Follow the Messiah



He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in 

the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what 

my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 

been clothed with power from on high.”



1. Trust the Scriptures

2. Follow the Messiah

3. Bring about peace



Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured 

the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 

of the throne of God.



Experience both joy AND sorrow this Christmas 

as we wait for the Advent of the Messiah 

to our pale blue dot.




