
BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed 
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed 

are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for 

they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

the beatitudes of jesus



Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God.

matthew 5:9, niv



Mah shalomkah? 

"How is your peace?"



The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. You have 

enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 
as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing 

the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have 
shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in 
battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for

isaiah 9:2-7, niv



burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 

kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 

Almighty will accomplish this.

isaiah 9:2-7, niv



The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year 

of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 

joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit 
of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 

the Lord for the display of his splendor.

isaiah 61:1-3, niv



Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, 
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants 

of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ.

ephesians 2:12-18, niv



For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by 

setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 

humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put 
to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who 

were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him 
we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

ephesians 2:12-18, niv



“A few weeks ago, a federal judge handed down an edict which 
stated in substance that the university of Alabama could no longer 
deny admission to persons because of their race. With the handing 
down of this decision, a brave young lady by the name of Autherine 
Lucy was accepted as the first Negro student to be admitted in the 
history of the university of Alabama. This was a great moment and 
a great decision.  But with the announcement of this decision, the 

vanguards of the old order began to emerge. The forces of evil 
began to congeal. As soon as Autherine Lucy walked on the 

campus, a group of spoiled students lead by Leonard Wilson and a 
vicious group of criminals began threatening her on every hand.

martin luther king jr, “when peace is obnoxious”



Crosses were burned. Eggs and bricks were thrown at her. The 
mob even jumped on top of the car in which she was riding. Finally 

the president and trustees of the university of Alabama asked 
Autherine to leave for her own safety and the safety of the 

university. The next day after Autherine was dismissed, the paper 
came out with this headline: ‘Things are quiet in Tuscaloosa today. 

There is peace on the campus of the university of Alabama.’ Yes 
things were quiet in Tuscaloosa. Yes there was peace on the 

campus, but it was peace at a great price. It was peace that had 
been purchased at the exorbitant price of an inept trustee board 
succumbing to the whims and caprices of a vicious mob. It was

martin luther king jr, “when peace is obnoxious”



peace that had been purchased at the price of allowing mobocracy 
to reign supreme over democracy. It was peace that had been 

purchased at the price of capitulating to the forces of darkness. 
This is the type of peace that all men of goodwill hate. It is the type 
of peace that is obnoxious. It is the type of peace that stinks in the 

nostrils of the almighty God.”

martin luther king jr, “when peace is obnoxious”



• Remember YOU are not the solution, 
my dear friend. 

• When you walk toward the chaos, you 
are bringing Jesus with you. 

• You can walk into chaos with 
confidence because it is not up to you 
to bring peace. 



The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me (is on you), because the 
Lord has anointed me (YOU) to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 

the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of 

our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who 
grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 

ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of 

his splendor.

isaiah 61:1-3, niv



• Allow God to make peace in your life by inviting 
Jesus into your life.  

• Invite Jesus to walk straight into your chaos.  

• Choose to turn toward conflict and chaos with 
courage, instead of avoiding and keeping false 
peace.

next steps



“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and 

give you peace.”

numbers 6:22, niv


