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2022.03.13 - March Gladness - 
Pathway To Generosity
So What? Tithing is training for generosity. 
Feel What? Encouraged 
Now What? No matter where you’re starting, take a step towards generosity.

VISION CASTING
The purpose of Tallgrass at The Well is to create community together by inviting 
everyone into the Way of Jesus.

INTRODUCTION
How Americans spend their money (from a 2018 CNBC study):

13% on personal passions or hobbies

13% on clothing or personal care

15% on dining or nightlife (so, fun things not regular groceries)

Americans average $38,000 in personal debt (which excludes mortgage)

Credit card debt is about 25% of this personal debt (just under $10K)

2 in 10 Americans spend 50-100% of their monthly income on repaying debt

So, over 41% of Americans’ income goes to stuff, and much of the rest goes to paying 
off debt. It’s no wonder that we feel stretched when there’s a need to cover or an 
opportunity to help someone else out in an emergency.

When I look at these stats, I can’t help but wonder, What are people looking for? What 
are they hoping money will buy? It’s got to be more than just food and experiences. 
What is the meaning sitting behind those things?

We looked last week at how God wants to transform our hearts—meaning our longings 
and desires—so they align with his kingdom and reflect the best of our created design. 
As we said, what we are what we love. If that’s true, then let’s look specifically at giving 
in the church in America.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq2-rFho_nAhUCJKwKHYEcB2oQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnbc.com%2F2018%2F08%2F20%2Fhow-much-debt-americans-have-at-every-age.html&psig=AOvVaw0SDDDGPPmRcqXBgjwCY3v8&ust=1579502245921554
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How Christians in the US spend their money (from Christianity Today):

(One caveat here is that when we say “evangelical” we don’t mean a political voting 
block, but those who hold to Jesus as the center of salvation, believe in the truthfulness 
of Scripture, and work to share the good news with others.)

Again, I can’t help but wonder, What is it that we’re looking for? What are we hoping our 
money will buy us?

The longer I walk with Jesus, and the longer I pastor, the more I see twin dangers of 
Individualism and Materialism affecting us.

Individualism is a mindset that says everything in my world exists to serve me and I’m 
the final arbiter of truth, beauty, and goodness—especially as it affects me.

Mark Sayers, Reappearing Church: "The average Westerner is a radical 
individualist who is deeply afraid of compromising their autonomy. He or she 
determines their self-worth and identity primarily horizontally, via the media, 
culture, or peers. We are shaped by the passive-aggressive tone of consumerism, 
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where we want maximum say with minimum responsibility. We are shaped 
primarily by our fluid and ever-shifting feelings."

This means we want spend money on ourselves, and we don’t want anyone trying to tell 
us how to do it differently. Certainly, this is difficult as we follow Jesus who is constantly 
trying to realign our behaviors to match his priorities.

And Materialism is also a mindset that says what we experience in our bodies is all that 
matters. What I experience physically is the highest priority and the focus is immediate 
gratification. From this, I also get my sense of purpose and meaning from what I 
possess, attain, or experience.

Craig Blomberg, IVP Commentary on Matthew: “Many perceptive observers have 
sensed that the greatest danger to Western Christianity is not, as is sometimes 
alleged, prevailing ideologies such as Marxism, Islam, the New Age movement or 
humanism but rather the all-pervasive materialism of our affluent culture.”

Materialism threatens generosity because it says that if we don’t enjoy life to the fullest 
right here and now, we’re going to be missing out and we won’t life our best life. This is 
a problem for Christians who believe that there is an after life—a spiritual reality greater 
than our physical one that deserves our attention.

There is a secular movement aiming to push back against materialism and, to a degree, 
individualism. You may have seen it and maybe even scrolls the twitter feed of The 
Minimalists. If so, here’s what you would find?

Minimalist Maxims:

“Do you like what you like, or did someone tell you to like it?”

“Love people and use things, because the opposite never works.”

“Making a good living is not the same thing as living well.”

“The truth is, you can skip the pursuit of happiness altogether and just be 
happy.”

The interesting thing is that Christians have been practicing minimalism for 2,000 years. 
We just call it simplicity and we model it after Jesus.

Transition: In fact, to use our money wisely and be trained in the ways of kingdom 
generosity, we take the words of Jesus seriously.

SOLUTION
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In the Gospel of Matthew, we see Jesus laying out his future plans to go to the cross 
and give his life for humanity. But this contradicted the expectations of his followers. 

Matthew 16:21-27 (NIV): From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, 
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind 
the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

While there is some genuine concern for the well-being of their friend, as Jesus reveals 
the plan of redemption to his closest apprentices, it comes crashing in on their 
expectations for authority and prominence. In other places in the Gospels, we see the 
disciples posturing themselves for places of influences alongside Jesus. The thirteen of 
them have a good thing going on, the money bag is feeling heavier with each miracle, 
and so why would Jesus want to screw this all up? Peter voices the concern that they all 
have, but Jesus is swift to put them in their place: Being more concerned with personal 
agenda than God’s plan is satanic—not godly—in origin.

Jesus continues and addresses the group:

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will 
it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in 
his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according 
to what they have done.”

To follow Jesus is to enter into life of self-denial so God can become the center focus 
and we can partner with him on his mission. In this upside-down kingdom, those who 
put their focus on preserving their way of life will lose it, while those who surrender to 
God will actually be the ones who find fulfillment.

Transition: Let’s get practical in how this affects us and how we view money.

APPLICATION
First, let’s talk about tithing. Where does the idea of tithing come from?
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Genesis 14:18-20 (NIV): Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and 
wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed 
be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And praise be to God 
Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a 
tenth of everything.

To tithe means to give 10% of your income. We give in a way where 10% goes to the 
spiritual community that is caring for you, aiding you in apprenticing Jesus, and joining 
together for a common mission in our city—this church, in our case.

To give an offering means to give from the 90% God allows us to keep and use to live 
our lives. We give over the required 10% to the church, other organizations, or 
individuals.

1. The tithe did not cease with the Law. It didn’t cease with the law because it didn’t 
originate with the law.

Tithing is also affirmed as a practice by Jesus, who said we must do it along with the 
greater works of the kingdom.

Matthew 23:23 (NIV): “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have 
neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. 
You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”

2.  The practice of tithing helps train us for increased blessings. We begin now to 
be generous and wise with our money, not waiting for some future time to start.

Luke 16:10-12 (NIV): “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with 
much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will 
trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone 
else’s property, who will give you property of your own?”

Next, I encourage you to think of moving towards greater generosity in steps. What I 
mean by this is:

If you haven’t giving anything to the church, give something.

If you give sporadically, choose a percentage and give regularly.

If you give a percentage, increase it towards 10%.
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If you give 10%, give generously and extravagantly.

Transition:

OBJECTIONS
When we talk about money, there are all kinds of issues that can rise up.

You may be new to the faith and just didn’t know you’re supposed to give. The next 
step for you is to begin.

You may be deeply in debt and not sure where the money will come from to give. 
You may need to seek some financial advisement.

You may have been hurt by religion and there’s deep distrust towards people asking 
for money. You may need to start small and build trust with us.

You may be uber-successful and when you think in terms of ROI, you’re not sure 
what the value is. You’re welcome to talk with us to see the impact of your giving.

You don’t understand how the church uses money so you give it elsewhere. We 
celebrate that and invite you to talk about how we’ve decided to structure finances.

INSPIRATION
I believe God is inviting us into a season of increased generosity, and these next steps 
are the path to see that happen in our church and in our lives.

Malachi 3:10-11 (NIV): “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your 
crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says 
the Lord Almighty.

Story about receiving check in the mail: “I can’t wait to tithe!”

CONCLUSION
Next Step:

No matter where you’re starting from, take a step towards generosity.
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Prayer 
Invitation


