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Love Our Neighbors, Know Their Names  
God Moves Into the Neighborhood 

2021-12-19 by Ben Deaver at Tallgrass at The Well on Luke 10:25-30 

 

What’s the story behind your name, if any? 

 

Names are Important 
• Babies learn to say, “Momma” and “Dada” first. Terms of endearment. Names that are unique 

to that relationship. 

• We always try to get babies to say our names. “You can do it. Ben.” 

• We called Maddox “Bubble” for awhile because he didn’t quite get “Bubba” right. 

• I remember meeting my wife for the first time and learning her name, Maris. It was unique 

and interesting and beautiful. It means “of the sea”.  

• Lovers develop cute little names for one another that no one else uses, or at least should use. 

o I asked an old man once, “Even after 95 years, you still call your wife Darling, Honey, 

and love. What’s the secret?” The old man answered, “I forgot her name 10 years ago 

and I’m scared to ask her.” 

 

Advent: God moves into the neighborhood! Hope, Peace, Joy, and today… LOVE! 

 

Tallgrass Mission Statement: Because God first loved us, we exist to love God and love our 

neighbors. 

 

What’s the story behind Jesus’ Name, if any? 

 

What’s the story behind God’s Name? 
• Genesis 3:8   Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. 

• Genesis 4:26   At that time (after Seth was born) people began to call on the name of 

the LORD. 

• Genesis 12:8; 13:4   There (toward the hills east of Bethel) he (Abram) built an altar to 

the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 

• Exodus 3:2-4   2 There (at the mountain of God) the angel of the LORD appeared to him 

(Moses) in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it 

did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush 

does not burn up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him 

from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

• Exodus 3:13-15   13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 

God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what 

shall I tell them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
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Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, 

‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob—has sent me to you.’ “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from 

generation to generation.”  

o The LORD – Yahweh, spelled YHWH. Called the Tetragrammaton, the four-letter name 

of God. This name is first mentioned in the book of Genesis and is usually translated 

as 'the LORD'. Because Judaism forbids pronouncing the name outside the Temple in 

Jerusalem (see below), the correct pronunciation of this name has been lost—the 

original Hebrew texts only included consonants. Some scholars conject that it was 

pronounced "Yahweh", but some suggest that it never had a pronunciation (which is 

extremely unlikely given that it is found as an element in numerous Hebrew names).  

o All modern denominations of Judaism teach that the four letter name of God, YHWH, 

is forbidden to be uttered except by the High Priest, in the Temple. Since the Temple 

in Jerusalem no longer exists, this name is never said in religious rituals by Jews. 

Orthodox and Conservative Jews never pronounce it for any reason. Some religious 

non-Orthodox Jews are willing to pronounce it, but for educational purposes only, and 

never in casual conversation or in prayer. Instead of pronouncing YHWH during 

prayer, Jews say Adonai, which means “My Lord.” 

o Yahweh, so transcendent and above us that Jews to this day won’t even utter this 

Name. 

o Several years later, Moses asks God to show him his glory. God’s like, you can’t handle 

my glory and live but I can show you my hindside. Go read about this in Exodus 33. 

• Exodus 34:5-7   5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and 

proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, 

the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet 

he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the 

sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” 

o We learn a lot about God in the pages of the Old Testament. Then the 400 years of 

silence after Malachi. 

• Luke 1:31-33   31 “You (Mary) will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 

Jesus (He saves). 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

• John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 

• John 1:11-12   11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet 

to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God—  

• John 1:14 MSG   The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. 

o Jesus tabernacles among us. Jesus neighbored among us. The Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us. Jesus showed us and taught us how to neighbor well. 
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• Romans 10:13-15   13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How, 

then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 

one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 

them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

o Go, tell it on the mountain…over the hills and everywhere. Go, tell it on the mountain. 

That Jesus Christ is born. That Jesus Christ loves you. That Jesus Christ has done for 

you what you could never do for yourself. 

• Philippians 2:9-11   9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 

• Matthew 1:22-23   22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). (Quoting Isaiah 7:14) 

o Jesus’ nickname, Immanuel – Manny for short maybe 

o God with us, King of kings, Lord of lords 

o Christ, Messiah, Rabbi, Teacher, Jesus, the sweetest Name I know 

o What a beautiful Name it is. 

o “Everyone who calls on the name of Jesus will be saved.” 

• Exodus 33:14   The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 

o Jesus is “God with us.” He’s the one who moved into our neighborhoods and calls us 

to follow Him and move into our neighborhoods with the same level of intentionality 

and care that He showed. 

 

Move into the neighborhood like Jesus 
Luke 10:25-37   25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 

asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How 

do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

• Jesus responds to the question with a super intense story of neighboring where a guy is 

beaten and left for dead and the religious people walk right by and then a hated Samaritan 

comes in to save the day, someone who the Jewish expert in the law would’ve hated.  

• Jesus cuts straight to the heart of the expert in the law and says, “Your neighbor is the 

Samaritan, whom you consider a domestic terrorist. Now I want you to love him. Got it? Go, 

and do likewise.” 

• There’s a PhD level neighboring story in Luke 10. Next level neighboring. 

• If I’m called upon to love a domestic terrorist I’ll be ready to go! Well, what about your actual 

neighbor, who’s not a domestic terrorist? 
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Let’s play limbo! 
• Who’s done the high jump? Lower the bar as low as possible  

• Who’s played limbo? Raise the bar as high as possible  

• Lower the bar for high jump and raise the bar for limbo 

• The standard set by Jesus is way up here. We’re trying to put on the training wheels of 

neighboring and just do basic neighboring…which is ok. Maybe that’s where we’re at. Maybe 

this is a great time to learn neighboring from Jesus. 

• Josh – “Who’s your one?”  

• Ben – “Love one another…in here.” 

• Learn a person’s name. 

 

Pre-Test – Neighbor Grid  
• Draw a tic-tac-toe board on a sheet of paper. 

• Write your name in the middle. 

• Now, write the names of your surrounding neighbors in the correct boxes. You don’t have to 

spell their names correctly.  

• How’d you do? 

• We could call this the Sheet of Shame! Or the Grid of Guilt! Guess what though, the blood of 

Christ covers all your sin and shame and guilt, even not knowing your neighbor’s names. 

• Church Grid - Look to your left, then your right, look forward, look behind you 

 

Stories: When Patrick remembered my name at Espresso Royale (now Radina’s) when I was a 

freshman. 

• That made an impact on me. It made me want to remember others’ names so that they 

would know I cared.  

• Notebook of Names 

• Evernote note of Names 

• At our church, we will at least learn your name!  

o Appropriately disappointed 

• “I probably won’t remember your name.” Thanks! I can tell you care.  

• We can help one another with names.  

• Tallgrass at The Well pictorial directory on an app on your phone 

• Name tags for a couple weeks in January…maybe 

• If you forget a name, ask for help. 

 

How do we love our neighbor?  

 

Better Together 
• “The more neighbors who know one another by name, the fewer crimes a neighborhood as a 

whole will suffer. A child born in a state whose residents volunteer, vote, and spend time with 

friends is less likely to be born underweight, less likely to drop out of school, and less likely 

to kill or be killed than the same child—no richer or poorer—born in another state whose 
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residents do not. Society as a whole benefits enormously from the social ties forged by those 

who choose connective strategies in pursuit of their particular goals.” –p. 36, quoting from 

Robert Putnam, Better Together: Restoring American Community (New York: Simon & 

Schuster, 2013), 269. 

o Your neighbors will be happy that you’re trying to be a good neighbor. It’s good for 

them and their family. 

 

Raising the Bar / Lowering the Bar – Names, Stories, Hopes, & Hurts 
Increase your capacity for neighboring: 

• Names – We want to learn our neighbors’ names…with correct pronunciation. 

o We want increased diversity, right? 

o Joke: Only Jesus can change someone’s name for them. That’s not your job. 

o Revelation 2:17b   To the angel of the church in Pergamum… I will also give that 

person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who 

receives it. 

• Stories – We want to learn our neighbors’ histories. 

• Hopes/Joy – We want to learn our neighbors’ hopes. 

• Hurts/Pain – We want to learn our neighbors’ hurts. 

o It’s very difficult to be present with our neighbors, and to see their need, let alone 

meet their need. 

o Connect with them in their joy and pain. 

• Neighboring is an incredibly comprehensive ministry model. In fact, it’s 100% comprehensive. 

• Not everyone can be a pastor, teacher, elder, singer or musician, but everyone is a neighbor. 

No one can opt out. Neighboring fits every demographic: young, old, single, married, adults, 

teenagers, apartment dwellers, soccer moms, CEOs, baristas, bachelors, grandmothers, and 

retired couples. 

o Neighboring is NOT just for extroverts. Jesus was probably an introvert. He was always 

looking for opportunities to get away and recharge his batteries. 

• Pastoral care, divorce care, children, youth, women, men, discipleship, prayer, Bible study, 

sports...everything is encompassed in neighboring. 

o No wonder Jesus said it was the Great Commandment. 

• “Your home is the number-one place for discipleship, evangelism, and fellowship.” p. 65 

o How much square footage of ministry space do you think is represented in this room 

right now? 

• “Jesus came to move us out of a place of religious complexity and into a place of relational 

simplicity.” p. 71 

o Refreshing simplicity! The complexity will come in how we engage in the specific 

needs of our neighbors. 

• “The goal is to grow. We have been programming people for comfort, not growth. We have 

done the opposite of what we set out to do.” p. 75 

• “Neighboring is quite possibly the best spiritual formation process a church can initiate.” p. 

77 
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The Neighboring Church 
• “A Healthier Way to Live—Malcolm Gladwell told the story of the remarkably healthy people 

of Roseto, Pennsylvania. Researchers and physician Stewart Wolf discovered Roseto held a 

medical mystery. Even though the residents received 41 percent of their calories from fat, 

smoked heavily, and struggled with obesity, hardly anyone had heart disease. Furthermore, 

said Wolf, ‘There was no suicide, no alcoholism, no drug addiction, and very little crime. They 

didn’t have any welfare. Then we looked at peptic ulcers. They didn’t have any of those 

either. These people were dying of old age. That’s it.’”  

o How do we get this? A community where we can eat and drink whatever we want and 

be really healthy. 

• “Gladwell summarized the reason for this healthy community: ‘What Wolf slowly realized was 

that the secret of Roseto wasn’t diet or exercise or genes or the region where Roseto was 

situated. It had to be Roseto itself. As Bruhn and Wolf walked around the town, they began 

to realize why. They looked at how the Rosetans visited each other stopping to chat with 

each other in Italian on the street, or cooking for each other in their backyards.”  

o So if you neighbor well then you can eat and drink whatever you want and you’ll still 

be healthy! 

• “They learned about the extended family clans that underlay the town’s social structure. They 

saw how much respect grandparents commanded. They went to Mass at Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel Church and saw the unifying and calming effect of the church.’”  

o –p. 37, quoting from Malcolm Gladwell, Outliers: The Story of Success (2008; reprint, 

New York: Back Bay Books, 2011), 4-11. The Neighboring Church: Getting Better at 

What Jesus Says Matters Most by Brian Mavis and Rick Rusaw 

• What if we worked on this basic level neighboring together, learning one another’s names 

and expanding our capacity from there, expanding our web of relationships into the 80,000+ 

people in our surrounding neighborhoods that aren’t connected to a community of faith. 

• What kind of good could we bring to our neighborhoods and benefit from ourselves, if we 

expanded our capacity as neighbors just a little in 2022? 

o Tallgrass at The Well Mission Statement – The purpose of Tallgrass at The Well is to 

create community together by inviting everyone into the Way of Jesus. 

• What if God is asking us to love our ACTUAL neighbors as ourselves? 

• What if God is asking Tallgrass at The Well to be known as the church that is full of people 

who are really great neighbors? 

• What if we were the best neighbors our neighbors ever had? 

• We struggle to be decent neighbors. Are you more like a commuter to your home or a 

neighbor in your neighborhood? Do you commute to go serve somewhere? Or do you serve 

with your home and in your neighborhood? 

• These are basic things to being a good neighbor. We want to take neighboring to the next 

level…get it closer to the second greatest commandment of all time, “Love our neighbors as 

we love ourselves.” 

• So how do we get there? 
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Staying, Praying, Playing, Saying  
 

• Staying – Presence; accept the local hospitality 

o Front porch culture 

 

• Praying 

 

• Playing  

o Rock the Block SoPo Leaf Party 

o What was Jesus like at parties? 

 

• Saying 

o I’m happy when my Muslim friend prays for me and prays that I would change my 

views over time…or my Bahai friend prays the same way…or my Atheist friend tries to 

influence my perspective… I would expect them to try to influence me because they 

care about me! 

o Colossians 4:2-6   2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And 

pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim 

the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 

should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 

opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 

you may know how to answer everyone. 

• Jesus does this with and for you! 

• Jesus says to us, “You go, and do likewise!” 

 

 

Invite the worship team up. 

 

 

What if our gift to our neighborhoods was to be neighbors who know names? 

• What if we were a church where people knew they could come to be known, no matter what 

their story is? 

• What if our Groups were places people could bring their hopes and hurts? 

• What if we loved our neighbors by knowing their names? 

• What if we were people who over time could introduce our neighbors to Jesus, the one who 

moved into our neighborhood that first Christmas long ago? 

• What if this was a place where we experienced the Presence of Immanuel, God with us, 

together? 

 


