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Take Refuge in the King! 
Philippians: Fighting for Joy 

2021-01-24 by Ben Deaver at Tallgrass Church on Zoom on Psalm 5:11 
 

CG Flow: 
• Welcome (5 min.) 

• Canvas and Clay (5 min.) 

• AJ Baladad on Discipleship 101 (5 min.) 

• Hanna Hertzig on Whole Bible in Under 2 Years (5 min.) 

• Living Hope (5 min.) 

• Mingle & parents set up RightNow Media for kids (5 min.) 
o RightNow Media link for Session 1 of Sea Kids: The Respect Effect / Sharing is Caring on 

Exodus 20:12 
o https://www.rightnowmedia.org/content/kidsshow/350945?episode=1  

• Preach (30 min.) 

• I Surrender All (5 min.) 

• Dave share about Sexual Integrity: 101 (10 min.) 
 

Welcome to Tallgrass Church! 
• We were planning on Zoom Only NEXT Sunday, January 31st, but opted for TODAY because of some 

Covid spread in our immediate com`munity. 

• Our primary reason for doing some Zoom Only Central Gatherings this semester is to better connect 
with our church family who is Zooming in from home.  

• There’s other benefits too, like the interaction that Zoom affords, especially with the Chat function 
and ability to have private Chats too. But please try to pay attention to what we’re doing while you 
connect with one another! 

• This also will give all of our volunteers a break—Sprouts volunteers, setup and tear down volunteers, 
and the band too. 

• And we’ll save a little money since we don’t pay for the Boys & Girls Club when we don’t use it and 
our 2021 budget is a bit more than our 2020 budget was mostly because of the increase in weekly 
rent. 

• Plus, this keeps us nimble and flexible as a church family. This helps keep us on our toes in the midst 
of this global pandemic. And it’s probably good to be on our toes. 
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Mingle Questions coming later: 
• Drop answers in the Zoom Chat or on the Facebook Live Comments. 

• Today is National Compliment Day! What’s one compliment for another person who’s on this Zoom 
Machine now?  

• Today is the AFC Championship! What’s your prediction for today’s Chiefs vs. Bills game? 
o Dilan Oglesby will keep track of these predictions and the Tallgrass winner will be announced 

and get a prize next Sunday (must be present in person or virtually to win)! 

• We’ll have a couple videos for kids today on RightNow Media in a little bit.  

• Announcements: 
o Ladies’ Night THIS Tuesday, January 26th  
o Guys Group the following Tuesday, February 2nd  

 

Canvas and Clay 
In my mother's womb 
You formed me with Your hands 
Known and loved by You 
Before I took a breath 
When I doubt it, Lord, remind me 
I'm wonderfully made 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
You make all things work together 
For my future and for my good 
You make all things work together 
For Your glory and for Your name 

There's a healing light 
Just beyond the clouds 
Though I've walked through fire 
I see clearly now 
I know nothing has been wasted 
No failure or mistake 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
You make all things work together 
For my future and for my good 
You make all things work together 
For Your glory and for Your name 
For my good, for my good 

When I doubt it, Lord, remind me 
I'm wonderfully made 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
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And I know nothing has been wasted 
No failure or mistake 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
You make all things work together 
For my future and for my good 
You make all things work together 
For Your glory and for Your name 

When I doubt it, Lord, remind me 
I'm wonderfully made 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
I know nothing has been wasted 
No failure or mistake 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 
You're an artist and a potter 
I'm the canvas and the clay 

 

AJ Baladad’s Discipleship Testimony 
• After I Spotlight someone and remove the Spotlight you can click Gallery View to get Zoom back to 

normal where you can see everyone. 

• I’ve asked AJ Baladad to share a little about his current experience in this pandemic and with 
Discipleship 101. 

• Anyone and everyone is welcomed to jump into Discipleship 101. Just find someone to meet with 
and get a couple copies of The Gospel-Centered Life from me. 

• I think of the work God is doing in AJ’s life and how AJ, like all of us, is the canvas and the clay and 
God is the artist and the potter, making something great out of AJ! 
 

Can Bibles bring us together? 
I’ve been thinking about what thing in our country right now could be leveraged to bring some ability to 
have conversation across the board or some shared laugh or some ability to relate to one another no 
matter what our political views. I think this is a big deal and something that we’ll actually look at more 
deeply next Sunday when we talk about a couple of Paul’s friends, Euodia and Synteche. We could share 
Bernie Sanders memes all morning and get a good laugh but I thought it more effective to think about 
the Bibles that have been used to swear people into office over the years and think consider what Bible 
is meaningful to each of us. 
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Which Bible would you be sworn in on? 
• What Bible would you be sworn in on? 

• What Bible would your kids be sworn in on? 

• Share the story of the Bible in the Zoom Chat or on the Facebook Live Comments. 
 

President Joe Biden’s Bible 
• When President Biden took the oath of office last Wednesday, he used a Bible with 127 years of 

family history behind it. 

• Biden, who is Catholic, has used the leather-bound, 5-inch thick book, which has been in his family 
since 1893, each time he's been sworn into elected office during the course of his career. 

• Being sworn in on a Bible is not required by the Constitution, but modern-day presidents have 
adhered to tradition and chosen symbolic Bibles for their inauguration days. 

• The tradition itself dates back to President George Washington, who was sworn in using a Masonic 
Bible in 1789. 

 

The George Washington Inaugural Bible  
• From Wikipedia on The George Washington Inaugural Bible—The George Washington Inaugural 

Bible is the bible that was sworn upon by George Washington when he took office as the first 
President of the United States on April 30, 1789. The Bible has subsequently been used in the 
inauguration ceremonies of several other U.S. presidents. 

• The Bible is the King James Version, dated 1767, complete with the Apocrypha and elaborately 
supplemented with the historical, astronomical and legal data of that period. St. John's Lodge No. 1, 
Ancient York Masons, are the custodians of what is now known as the George Washington Inaugural 
Bible. The Bible was randomly opened to Genesis 49 during the ceremony. 

 

Vice President Kamala Harris’s Bibles 
• Vice-President Kamala Harris was sworn in using multiple Bibles, each of which has personal 

significance. One is the family Bible of civil rights icon Rosa Parks, a large heavy clothbound book, 
published in 1900. Other Bibles chosen by Harris include one that belonged to Thurgood Marshall, 
the first Black Supreme Court Justice, who Harris has said inspired her career path, and a Bible that 
belonged to a close family friend, Mrs. Regina Shelton. 

 

The Lincoln Bible 
• Maddox told me he’d be sworn in on Abraham Lincoln’s Bible. 

• Both Barack Obama and Donald Trump were sworn in on the Lincoln Bible. 

• From Wikipedia on The Lincoln Bible—The Lincoln Bible is the Bible owned by President Abraham 
Lincoln. The Lincoln family donated the Bible to the Library of Congress in 1928, and they include it in 
their collection. 

• The Bible is an Oxford University Press edition of the King James Bible. Published in 1853, it has 1280 
pages, and measures approximately 6 inches (150 mm) long by 4 inches (100 mm) wide, and 1.75 
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inches (44 mm) thick, and is bound in burgundy red velvet with gilt edges. The back flyleaf of the 
Bible bears the seal of the Supreme Court of the United States along with a record of the 1861 
inauguration. The Bible is not a rare edition, and a similar Bible lacking the Lincoln Bible's historical 
significance would be valued at approximately $30 or $40. 

• When the Bible was donated, it contained markers at the 31st chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy 
and the fourth chapter of the Book of Hosea. 
 

Which Bible would you be sworn in on? 
• What Bible would you be sworn in on? 

• What Bible would your kids be sworn in on? 

• Share the story of the Bible in the Zoom Chat or on the Facebook Live Comments. 

• My Bibles 
o 1994 NIV Teen Study Bible—Maybe one of my great, great grandkids will use this Bible when 

it’s 100 years old. 
o The Bible Steve Thorpe gave me  
o The Family Bible my grandma gave Maris and I when we were married. 
o Kate told me she’d be sworn in on the ESV Journaling Bible I’ve used the last four years with 

all the stickers on it. 

• Maybe one day our great, great grandkids will be sworn into office with one of our iPhones since 
that’s where many of us read the Bible most! 

• These physical copies of translations of the Word of God will come and go but the Word of our God 
will stand forever as Isaiah 40 verse 8 says. 

• That’s why we’re encouraged to hide the Word of God in our hearts as Psalm 119 verse 11 says. 

• Hanna Hertzig is taking steps to hide the Word in her heart over the next two years.  

• I’ve asked her to share some about that experience. 
 

Hanna Hertzig’s Bible Reading Testimony 
• It’s been awesome to hear some of Hanna’s questions come up in the comments and know that this 

is a stretch for her but she’s engaging and even enjoying it…and even inviting others into it! 

• Jokingly ask Hanna to give a teaching on the main point of Job! 
 

Living Hope 
 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven 
And spoke your name into the night 
Then through the darkness 
Your loving kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
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The work is finished, the end is written 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful savior, I'm yours forever 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
 
Hallelujah,  
praise the one who set me free 
Hallelujah,  
death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in your Name 
Jesus Christ,  
my living hope (2x) 
 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus, yours is the victory, whoa! 
 
Hallelujah,  
praise the one who set me free 
Hallelujah,  
death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in your Name 
Jesus Christ,  
my living hope (2x) 
 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
Oh God, You are my living hope 
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Mingle + Parents Set Up RightNow Media: 
• RightNow Media link for Session 1 of Sea Kids: The Respect Effect / Sharing is Caring on Exodus 20:12 

• https://www.rightnowmedia.org/content/kidsshow/350945?episode=1  
 

Mingle Questions: 
• Drop answers in the Zoom Chat or on the Facebook Live Comments. 

• Today is National Compliment Day! What’s one compliment for another person who’s on this Zoom 
Machine now?  

• Today is the AFC Championship! What’s your prediction for today’s Chiefs vs. Bills game? 
o Dilan Oglesby will keep track of these predictions and the Tallgrass winner will be announced 

and get a prize next Sunday (must be present in person or virtually to win)! 
 
 

Philippians: Fighting for Joy 
Why is Philippians thought of as the joy letter? 

• Noun “joy” used 5 times 

• Verb form “rejoice” used 7 times 

• Did Paul write this from somewhere idyllic, like a Hawaiian beach, sipping mojitos, burying his feet in 
the sand, while listening to the waves crashing against the shore? No, he wrote it from prison or on 
house arrest but definitely chained to a Roman guard 24-7 while facing possible imminent execution. 

• “happiness” = “good fortune” 
 
Joy vs. Happiness 

• Happiness is based on happenstance, your circumstances, and is fleeting. 

• Joy is a deep and abiding contentment that is beneath all circumstances. 
o This is why we need DEEP ROOTS. This is why we need a FIRM FOUNDATION. We need JOY! 

• Many of us if not all of us are facing deeply difficult and troubling circumstances. 

• Josh Durbin’s fight for joy—Last Sunday I did a fundraiser workout for a friend from the gym who 
was diagnosed with stage IV basal cell carcinoma in October 2020. Talk about terrible 
circumstances…and yet he can and is fighting for joy! 

• What are the difficult and troubling circumstances you’re in NOW that require a FIGHT for JOY? 
o Feel free to drop answers in the Zoom Chat or Facebook Live Comments. 

• We’re going to turn to Psalm 5 and read a single verse. 

• Paul would’ve known this Psalm.  
 
Psalm 5:11    
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;  
let them ever sing for joy,  
and spread your protection over them,  
that those who love your name may exult/rejoice in you. (rejoice—NIV) 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%205%3A11&version=ESV
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PRAY! 
 

• Paul would’ve known this Psalm. Maybe he even introduced this Psalm to the Philippian jailer we 
read about in Acts 16. Maybe this was the Psalm that Paul and Silas were singing that night when 
they were in prison. Maybe Paul and Silas were singing with joy about taking refuge in Jesus and how 
Jesus was protecting them…even while they were in chains.  

• Acts 16:25-34    
o 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them,  
o 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were 
unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 
cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for 
lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he 
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word 
of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the 
night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.  

o 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along 
with his entire household that he had believed in God. 

• Paul had learned later in life that Jesus Christ, the Carpenter from Nazareth, was actually the one he 
was to take refuge in. Paul learned that Christ was actually the King referenced in Psalm 5. 

 
Psalm 5:1-2 
1 Give ear to my words, O LORD; 
    consider my groaning. 
2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, 
    my King and my God, 
    for to you do I pray. 
 

• People always want a human leader to give them the things they want whether that’s material 
provision, fighting wars, or pride of place. But from the beginning, God Himself is our true King! 

• We’ve already sung this morning the true statement about Jesus that He is the King of kings and that 
He calls us His own! 

• A human leader cannot provide for you what you desperately desire. Go read 1 Samuel 8 to see how 
the people of Israel demanded an earthly leader to fight their wars and give them what they wanted. 
God told them that it would be bad and so it has been. Nonetheless, Jesus is there as our Good King 
who longs for us to take refuge in Him. 

• Every four years in our country we experience people celebrating victory as if a U.S. President can 
make them happy or lamenting loss as if a U.S. President can tamper their joy. 

• Paul had been an enemy of the cross of Christ. We talked about enemies of the cross a couple weeks 
ago in Philippians 3:18. 
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Psalm 5:4-6, 8-10 
4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 
    evil may not dwell with you. 
5 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; 
    you hate all evildoers. 
6 You destroy those who speak lies; 
    the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness 
    because of my enemies; 
    make your way straight before me. 
9 For there is no truth in their mouth; 
    their inmost self is destruction; 
their throat is an open grave; 
    they flatter with their tongue. 
10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
    let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, 
    for they have rebelled against you. 
 

• Imagine the emotion Paul must’ve felt when it hit him in the gut that he was actually an enemy of 
God needing to repent, to turn around, to surrender, and go a completely different direction. 

• Imagine the emotion Paul must’ve felt when it hit him in the gut that the excruciating crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ was actually His inauguration day as King of kings…Ruler of heaven and earth. This King is 
truly a Good King! 

• Then imagine the emotion Paul must’ve felt when it hit him in the gut that the King would offer him 
refuge. This King is truly a Good King! 
 

Reflection Questions: 
1. What do you need to take refuge from?  
2. Where do you currently go to take refuge?  
3. What would surrender to the King look like?  
4. What would taking refuge in the King look like? 
 

Next Week: 
• Next week we’ll have an opportunity to put some of the things we need to surrender to Christ on a 

big white board with post it notes. Not the Zoom virtual white board, but a physical in person white 
board. I hope and pray this week that you will think about what you need to surrender to the King so 
you can find refuge in Him and rejoice in Him and find protection in Him. 

• The story of each follower of Christ is that we once were enemies of the King and now we take 
refuge in the King! 

• Last week we talked Resurrection, good topic for cynics and skeptics of the supernatural.  

• Next Sunday I’ll tell you a story about a couple of my friends. We’ll call them Euodia and Synteche. 
Next week we’ll talk interpersonal relationships, good topic for cynics and skeptics of the church. 
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• So if you have any cynicism and/or skepticism related to either the supernatural claims of the Bible 
and/or the hurt and pain caused by the church then you are in good company. 

• In the meantime, share in the Zoom Chat or on the Facebook Live Comments in response to these 
questions or just keep your comments to yourself to chew on this week:  

 

Reflection Questions: 
1. What do you need to take refuge from?  
2. Where do you currently go to take refuge?  
3. What would surrender to the King look like?  
4. What would taking refuge in the King look like? 
 
 

I Surrender All 
 
All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 
 
I surrender all, 
I surrender all. 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 
 
All to Jesus I surrender, 
Humbly at His feet I bow, 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken; 
Take me, Jesus, take me now. 
 
I surrender all, 
I surrender all. 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 
 

Dave Geldart’s Seven Pillars Testimony 
 
All to Jesus I surrender, 
Make me, Savior, wholly Thine; 
Let me feel Thy Holy Spirit, 
Truly know that Thou art mine. 
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All to Jesus I surrender, 
Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
Fill me with Thy love and power, 
Let Thy blessing fall on me. 
 
I surrender all, 
I surrender all. 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 
 

PRAY! 
 

After Party! 
 


