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Gratitude & Joy Mixed w/ Tears 
(plus hard work ahead…) 
2020-10-11  by Ben Deaver at Tallgrass Church Ezra 3:10-13 
 

Because He Lives 
 
God sent His son, they called Him Jesus 
He came to love, heal and forgive 
He lived and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove my savior lives 
 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives, all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives 
 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy He gives 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain day, because He lives 
 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives, all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives 
 
And then one day, I'll cross the river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then, as death gives way to victory 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He reigns 
 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives, all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives 
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Last Church in the Park! 
Let’s wrap-up our time at Long’s Park well this morning and surge into the Boys & Girls Club ready to 
rock next Sunday! 

• Thanks to Maris, Ricky, and Jermaine for pulling together breakfast this morning! 

• You’ll have an opportunity to share something you’ve been grateful for during this season at the 
park or a great memory you have from this time together either out here at the park or in another 
context of our church life together or something God has been doing in your life. 

 
 
 

Tallgrass Church Timeline Review 
• College Heights Baptist Church starting April 8, 2018 (about 100 weeks)  

• Zoom only starting March 15 (16 weeks) 

• Long’s Park starting July 5 (14 weeks plus one back on Zoom) 

• Headed to the Boys & Girls Club next Sunday because the weather is changing and we’re excited to 
be inside together…SAFELY!  

o Things to bring next week: 1) Camp chair 2) Face mask 3) Bible, pen or pencil, and something 
to take notes on 4) A neighbor and/or a friend! 

o Who knows how long we’ll be there?! Who knows what’s next? 

• But right now I want to take us into an Old Testament story found in the book of Ezra. 

• Does anyone know what the book of Ezra is about?  
o If you don’t know what Ezra is about that’s totally ok. We want to be a people who come 

together and learn the stories of the Bible and how they apply to us today.  

• Ezra is about the rebuilding of the Temple which was destroyed by the Neo-Babylonian Empire. 

• To set up this story that happened in the 6th Century BC, over 2500 years ago, I want to share with 
you a story from this past Tuesday morning during Tallgrass Prayer which, BTW, is every Tuesday 
morning from 6:30-7:30pm via the Zoom Machine if you’re ever so inclined to pray with our small 
band of prayer warriors. I’m praying with Matthias on Zoom and I’m sitting outside enjoying the 
beautiful weather when a truck zooms by on Manhattan Ave and I hear the shattering of glass. Etc.  

o Gratitude & Joy Mixed w/ Tears! 
 
 

Ezra—Gratitude & Joy Mixed w/ Tears 
• The story of the Old Testament is simultaneously the story of God’s specific work of salvation with a 

specific group of people, the Israelites, AND also a pattern for how God engages people like you and 
me throughout history. 

• DELIVERANCE—The Israelites were DELIVERED from slavery in Egypt by the blood of the lamb on 
their doorposts. As you read that story you should be thinking about God’s big plan of DELIVERANCE 
from slavery to sin through the blood of Jesus Christ.  

• WILDERNESS WANDERINGS CHARACTERIZED BY GRUMBLING AND COMPLAINING AND GOD’S 
DISCIPLINE AND PROVISION—Then the people wander around in the wilderness, grumbling and 
complaining, and God continues to both discipline them while also providing for them. Hmm… 
Sounds a lot like most of my life!  

• GOD DWELLING WITH HIS PEOPLE—Eventually God provides a more permanent place where He will 
dwell with His people….called the Temple. The original Temple was built by King Solomon…and it 
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was awesome in grandeur. But fairly quickly, the Kingdom is divided…you know, back to the rebelling 
against God pattern that has remained consistent with groups of people and individuals. God 
continues that pattern of discipline and provision, over and over again. Eventually the first Temple is 
destroyed by Babylon! 

• Then God somehow raises up Cyrus king of Persia to initiate this rebuilding project. Crazy story! 
That’s what you read about in the book of Ezra.  

• I want to look at what happened when the foundation of the Temple of the LORD was laid and draw a 
parallel to TODAY. 

 
Ezra 3:10-13   10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their 
vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise 
the LORD, according to the directions of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang responsively, praising and 
giving thanks to the LORD, 
“For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.” 
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of 
the house of the LORD (aka The Temple) was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of 
fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the 
foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not 
distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people 
shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away. 
 

PRAY 
 

Why were tears mixed in with the gratitude and joy? 
• The original Temple was bigger and more impressive than the Second Temple. 

• They were weeping because they remembered what was and were struggling to see what was to 
come. 

• Zerubbabel’s Temple (c. 537-516 BCE) 

• Solomon’s Temple was built sometime in the mid-10th century BCE and destroyed almost 500 years 
later by the Neo-Babylonian Empire in 586 BCE 

• Wade Brown—"Tears mixed with dancing.” 

• Disappointments, unmet expectations, challenges mixed with successes, provision, stories of 
faithfulness. 

• This is where we are at as a church! 

• Some of us have come from some amazing church experiences and we miss the good ol’ days. Some 
of us are brand new to this church thing and this community is the best community we’ve ever 
experienced. For some of us this is a totally mixed bag, so much heaviness and disappointments and 
unmet expectations but yet still good memories and stories and hope for a better future. Some of us 
are all over the place on how we’re doing in life and how we’re feeling about Tallgrass Community 
Church.  

• Wherever you are at on that spectrum or if you’re skating back and forth from encouragement to 
discouragement like me you are in the perfect place to meet God now and in this next season ahead! 
God has you right where he wants you! Do you believe that?  

• There is much loss to grieve already in the life of our church and there is much to be grateful for and 
overjoyed by and much to look forward to ahead…including a great deal of hard work. Good work, 
but hard work nonetheless. 
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• We’re in the middle of a pandemic and a somewhat heated election cycle meeting in the middle of a 
park ready to get into the Boys & Girls Club. Most transitions in life are mixed bags like the time 
we’re in today. 

o Would I have planted Tallgrass Church if I knew it would be this difficult? 
o You may ask yourself as I’ve had conversations with some about, “If I knew it would be this 

difficult would I have joined this church community?” 
o That question is worth wrestling through hopefully towards a resolute commitment to the 

task at hand working alongside these brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Put yourself in the shoes of the Israelites who were transitioning from yet another very difficult 
season into something exciting. But something that would still require great work on their part and 
great trust in God. And there would be great opposition ahead. Just read Nehemiah and you’ll see 
the beautiful combination of their hard work coupled with the opposition they faced every step of 
the way.  

 

Gratitude & Joy Mixed w/ Tears (plus hard work ahead…) 
 

The Nature of Their Work Then & There vs. Our Work Here & Now 
 
They were literally building a Temple. 
• Nehemiah 2:18   And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of 

the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they 
strengthened their hands for the good work. 

• Nehemiah 4:17b-18a   17b Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored 
on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18a And each of the builders had his 
sword strapped at his side while he built.  

o Working hard while simultaneously very aware of the enemy who could strike at any time. 
o Can you imagine trying to build a house but in a war zone?  
o A Chance in Hell: The Battle for Ramadi—Rebuild buildings while being under enemy fire. 

▪ Joe Rogan #729 with Jocko Willink at 1:08 
 
We are building the Temple, the Body of Christ.  

• Acts 17:24   The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in temples made by man… 

• Checkout 1 Corinthians 3:7-10—We are God’s field AND God’s building. And we are God’s fellow 
workers. 

o One plants, one waters, but God causes the growth. 
o One lays the foundation, another builds upon it, God causes the growth! 

• 1 Corinthians 3:16   16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you? 

• We don’t care about building buildings. We care about building people! 

• Colossians 1:28-29   28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 
powerfully works within me. 
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Something Even Greater than the Temple 
• There’s something EVEN GREATER ahead of them than they could have ever imagined!  

• Jesus was GREATER THAN THE FIRST AND ANY ITERATION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE!  

• Matthew 12:6   I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 

• Jesus is flipping over tables in the Temple! 

• John 2:16-18   16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my 
Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?”  

• John 2:19-22   19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in 
three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken. 

• Revelation 21:22   And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and 
the Lamb. 

• We’re in the in between time, between the destruction of the Second Temple and the return of 
Christ. 

• Hebrews 12:1-2   Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

 

PRAY!!!   Ephesians 3:20-21   20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 

or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sharing Time:  
Raise your hand and we’ll get a mic to you. We’ll wipe down the mic in between everybody. Keep your 
sharing somewhat brief. Please start with your name. 
1. What are YOU grateful for these last few months?  
2. What’s a memory we should hold onto from this time together? 

a. Jack Geldart preaching the Gospel clearly while standing on the rock. 
b. Deb Kluttz and friends from The Homestead sharing with us followed by our time of prayer. 
c. Chad Wormstadt of Working Men of Christ sharing with us timely words. 
d. Gathering last week in 50 degree weather. 
e. Gathering in 90 degree weather. Who was here for both Sundays? 
f. Being pushed back onto Zoom due to rain…but just for one week out of 15. 
g. Summer’s Baptism Celebration 
h. Mike Dunn’s engagement with RightNow Media 
i. Kassi Chapman’s ongoing encouragement 

3. What has God been doing in your life in this season? 
a. Pure Desire group 
b. Konza Guys group 

4. What has caused tears to be shed through this difficult time?  
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Raise a Hallelujah 
 
I raise a Hallelujah in the presence of my enemies. 
I raise a Hallelujah louder than the unbelief. 
I raise a Hallelujah! My weapon is a melody. 
I raise a Hallelujah! Heaven comes to fight for me. 
 
I'm gonna sing in the middle of the storm. 
Louder and louder, You're gonna hear my praises roar. 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise. 
Death is defeated, the King is alive! 
 
I raise a Hallelujah with everything inside of me. 
I raise a Hallelujah! I will watch the darkness flee. 
I raise a Hallelujah in the middle of the mystery. 
I raise a Hallelujah! Fear, you lost your hold on me. 
 
I'm gonna sing in the middle of the storm. 
Louder and louder, You're gonna hear my praises roar. 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise. 
Death is defeated, the King is alive! 
 
Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder) 
Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder) 
Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder) 
Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder) 
 
Sing a little louder (in the presence of my enemies) 
Sing a little louder (louder than the unbelief) 
Sing a little louder (my weapon is a melody) 
Sing a little louder (heaven comes to fight for me) 
 
I raise a Hallelujah 
I raise a Hallelujah 
So raise a Hallelujah 
I raise a Hallelujah 
 

We raise a Hallelujah 
We raise a Hallelujah 
We raise a Hallelujah 
We raise a Hallelujah 

 
 

Next Week: Church in the Club 
• Look for ways to serve. 

• Things to bring next week: 1) Camp chair 2) Face mask 3) Bible, pen or pencil, and something to take 
notes on 4) A neighbor and/or a friend! 

• We’ll jump into Philippians. Look for great ways to start studying Philippians on our website 
tallgrass.church under the event for next Sunday. 
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The Benediction 
 
My friends, may you grow in grace, 
And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior. 
My friends, may You grow in grace 
And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 
To God be the glory, now and forever 
Now and forever amen. 
To God be the glory, now and forever, 
Now and forever amen. 
 

Get instructions from Maris! 
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The Chopping Block: 
 

Ideas: 
• COVID—Christ overs victory in darkness! 

• https://podscribe.app/feeds/http-joeroganexpjoeroganlibsynprocom-
rss/episodes/57946971f6bc947cd7a2c53960cfefe6 

• Nehemiah 4:18b-20   18b The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 19 And I said to the 
nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and 
we are separated on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the place where you hear the sound of the 
trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 
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First Temple Second Temple 
Many prophets No prophets/prophecy (since Malachi) 

Eternal flame No eternal flame 

Ark of the Covenant No Ark of the Covenant (taken away by 
Jeremiah)—Holy of Holies was empty; only the 
Rock (exact rock unknown) 

Built out of Solomon’s wealth Without much grandeur at the beginning—Jews 
were poor at the time; rebuilt many times 
including Herod the Great (which was more 
magnificent than Solomon’s Temple) 

  

  

  

 

• Ezra 7:10   For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his 
statutes and rules in Israel. 

• Ezra 7:28b   I took courage, for the hand of the LORD my God was on me, and I gathered leading men 
from Israel to go up with me. 

• Ezra 8:21-23   21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves 
before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods. 22 For I 
was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on 
our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our God is for good on all who seek him, and the 
power of his wrath is against all who forsake him.” 23 So we fasted and implored our God for this, and 
he listened to our entreaty. 

• Nehemiah 1:1-11   The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month 
of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came 
with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived 
the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who 
had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its 
gates are destroyed by fire.” 4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for 
days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “O LORD God of 
heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer 
of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, 
confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's 
house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember 
the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you 
among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though 
your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to 
the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ 10 They are your servants and your 
people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your 
ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear 
your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” 
Now I was cupbearer to the king. 

• Nehemiah 2:8c   And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me. 



P a g e  | 10 

 

• Nehemiah 2:11-12   11 So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then I arose in the night, I 
and a few men with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. 
There was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. 

• Nehemiah 2:18   And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of 
the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they 
strengthened their hands for the good work. 

• Nehemiah 3:5   And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not stoop to serve 
their Lord. 

• Nehemiah 3:12   Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh, ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, 
repaired, he and his daughters. 

• Nehemiah 4:6   So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the 
people had a mind to work. 

• Nehemiah 4:8-9   8 And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause 
confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against them day and 
night. 

• Nehemiah 4:14   And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of 
the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for 
your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.” 

• Nehemiah 4:17b-18   17b Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on 
the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18 And each of the builders had his 
sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

• Nehemiah 4:19-20   19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “The 
work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the 
place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 

• Nehemiah 5:19   Remember for my good, O my God, all that I have done for this people. 

• Nehemiah 6:9   For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, 
and it will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands. 

• Nehemiah 6:16   And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell 
greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help 
of our God. 

• Nehemiah 8:8   They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading. 

• Nehemiah 8:9-12   9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to 
them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing 
ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be 
grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make 
great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them. 

• Nehemiah 12:43 And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them 
rejoice with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was heard far 
away. 

• Nehemiah 13:14   Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds 
that I have done for the house of my God and for his service. 
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• Nehemiah 13:22b  Remember this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the 
greatness of your steadfast love. 

• Nehemiah 12:31b   Remember me, O my God, for good. 


