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Relating to Money 

Luke 12:13-34, David Geldart, 2019-09-08 

1. Couple wks ago- training for Godliness: Christian life like going to a GYM when you’re super out of shape.  It’s about 
taking small, modified steps toward health and strength. And we’re to take these steps TOGETHER 

a. So good for our church! 
b. We talked about keystone habits 

i. Taking steps forward in ONE area domino effects positive steps into other areas 
2. Today we’re gonna talk about another keystone habit 

a. A vital area in our training for Godliness, one that will domino effect benefit into every area of our lives 
3. Acts 20:35 – more blessed to GIVE than receive 

a. Could be a GREAT simple verse to memorize. 
i. Blessed = happy 

b. How many of you believe that 
c. How many of you ACT LIKE THAT? 

i. Live like that? 
d. This is a workout that is perhaps the LEAST desired 

i. Most avoided and dreaded aspect of our training and our health 
4. Wesley –last thing to be converted is a man’s wallet 

a. This is that workout we avoid like the plague 
i. We’re not even sure we believe its good for us 

b. Seems crazy on the face of it → better to give then get?  → Nope.  Happier to GET! 
i. Happier to GET the new iphone, or to give one to someone else? 

ii. Happier to GET that raise?  Or to give more to your church? 
iii. Happier to GET THAT bday card full of cash?  Or to give your cash to someone else? 

c. In college a friend of mine Justin Ostrander, was pretty amazing at guitar, and he’s now made it in Nashville. 
i. I was listening to one of the latest songs, he plays electric guitar on, think it sums up our thoughts on 

this nicely….   
ii. VIDEO 

1. Seems like Chris Janson’s RIGHT: Money CAN BUY me stuff that makes me happy 
2. It can buy me a boat! 
3. What can money buy YOU that makes you happy? 

d. SO JC’s words seem out of touch 
e. Perhaps the most resistance here 

i. Most suspicion hearing taught in church! 
f. Following JC’s teaching ACTUALLY seems like the path of ruin, fear, and suffering, FOOLISHNESS 

i. Theres a real disconnect here 
5. So we need to pray 

a. PRAY 
6. That’s right, today we’re talking about relating to money 

a. I’ve recently taught here about relating to our Sexuality, Satan, and now today Money 
i. Someone’s trying to get rid of me! 

ii. These are very difficult topics! 
7. And I’m serious when I say I think perhaps this topic, relating to our money, is the most contentious, most dangerous 

topic of the 3! 
a. I believe we’d rather follow JC’s teaching about our sexuality, than our money 

i. That’s saying something 
8. Turn w me to Luke 12, starting in v 13 

a. 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he 
said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be 
on your guard against all types of greed, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  

i. Hold the phone. 
ii. Who’s being greedy, man just wanting what’s FAIRLY his…. Isnt JC overreacting? 
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b. 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’  

i. Seems pretty good.  Honest gain.  Good! 
c. 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 

and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.”’ 

i. makes sense, right? 
ii. Good business sense 

iii. This guy is basically the model American. 
iv. Living the American dream, looking to be successful, save up money, and retire early 

1. And enjoy the good life 
v. This is our culture’s ideal scenario. 

1. And by default, you and I want to be THIS GUY 
d. But JC flips it all on its head 

i. 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God.” 

e. No less disruptive to his audience than to us! 
i. Where did this guy go wrong? 

ii. FOOL  
1. Interesting he didn’t call him evil (like he did others!) 
2. But a FOOL…. Stupid 

iii. Why was he stupid? 
f. Clues from the beginning 

i. Already was a rich man (no rebuke for that, fine to be rich in itself 
ii. Already had lots of wealth stored up (barns already full!) 

iii. Not only did this guy have enough already, had more than enough 
iv. THEN he gets more. 

1. And heres where it goes wrong 
2. He decides he should keep the excess excess too 
3. THAT’s WHERE THE GREED is 

g. So why did his greed make him a fool (instead of a BAD guy) 
i. He made 4 Bad Assumptions 

1. He assumed he’d live a long time, and use it all on himself 
a. But that was a bad assumption – actually you’re gonna die of a heart attack tonight. 
b. Bad call 

2. THIS IS MY STUFF 
a. He forgot who’s stuff it was 
b. Ps 24, the whole earth is The Lord’s and everything in it. 
c. A lot of I, My, and Mine in there…… assumed all of it was HIS and for him 
d. But it was all Gods the whole time 
e. He was not an OWNER, but a Steward 

i. Manager of someone elses money and possessions 
ii. Supposed to use it for the MASTER’s purposes 

3. I’m supposed to spend it on myself 
a. He was supposed to give generously to GOD and his purposes 
b. He forgot the OT, Genesis 12:2-3→we’re blessed SO THAT WE CAN BE A BLESSING 

to others. 
c. Instead he hoarded it all for himself, for years of fat living that would never come 

i. Wasted 
ii. And robbed those in need around him of the blessing GOD wanted to give 

them THROUGH HIM 
4. HE assumed THIS WORLD is his real home 

a. When in fact we’re just passing through. 
b. On our way to our REAL HOME 
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c. ANALOGY of airplane ride: 
i. Nobody lives on an airplane – Not your destination 

ii. You sit there for a while ON YOUR WAY TO YOUR REAL DESTINATION 
iii. But what if you forgot this, feleing like the flight was going to go on forever 
iv. MIGHT as well make this feel like home 
v. and went crazy with the skymall mag 

vi. And lets say Amazon’s Drone delivery service was all up and running, and 
could deliver to your plane 

vii. You start ordering stuff 
viii. Not only would this be weird, it’d be INSANE 

1. You’re about to land! 
d. YOU FOOL! 

ii. In the perspective of Jesus, the Creator God of the Universe who sees reality as it truly is, this guy is 
truly a fool. 

1. IT’S THE FOOL THAT INVESTS HEAVILY IN EARTHLY POSSESSIONS 
2. You can’t take it with you 
3. He’s like John D Rockefeller, famous business mogul 100 yrs ago, considered by many to be 

the richest man in modern history (far more than any alive today!), 
a. After he died, someone asked his lawyer how much money he left 

i. And his lawyer famously replied…… all of it. 
iii. This Rich Man in Luke 12 left all of it too 

1. He’s a fool.  And he’s the posterchild for the American Dream 
2. So what do we do with that? 

9. Surely this isn’t us, right? 
a. We’re not really rich like that guy Rockefeller 
b. We’re not like that rich guy in Luke 12 

i. Right? 
c. And if I ever get rich I’ll give money then, right? 

10. In fact, we are rich.   
a. We complain and fret over the latest repair we had to do on our car 

i. Failing to realize that even having a car to repair makes them among the world’s richest people. 
b. If you drove here today in a vehicle OF ANY TYPE, IN ANY CONDITION, you’re rich 
c. If you turned on the shower this morning and hot water came out you’re rich 
d. If you turned on the faucet and immediate access to clean drinking water, you’re rich 
e. If you’ve driven through starbucks any purchased ANYTHING you’re rich 
f. If you could go out and buy anything you decided you needed at the grocery store, you’re rich 
g. If you opened your closet today and had a CHOICE of what you were going to wear, you’re rich 

11. We’re deep in the clutches of greed, but we don’t even know it 
a. Like when a brown recluse spider bites you, and you rarely feel the initial bite 
b. But the venom is already racing through your body…. Beginning to kill you from the inside out. 

12. YOU ARE the rich guy 
a. WHETHER YOU FEEL LIKE IT OR NOT 
b. Even if you don’t SELF ITENTIFY as a rich guy, doesn’t change the reality that you’re RICH. 
c. Challenge you to go to givingwhatwecan.org 

i. Simply type in what country you live in, how much you make, and how many are in your family 
ii. And it will show you were you’re at in world 

iii. Adjusted for all the stuff 
iv. It’s eye opening! 

d. GREED makes us stupid …… also because it makes us blind. We don’t realize it’s happening. 
i. We’re rich, BUT WE DON’T THINK WE ARE 

1. We’re rich, but we think we’re poor. 
ii. And even our poor are rich by world standards. 

1. Someone living at the poverty line in the US (making $12,490 yr) are still richer than 86% of 
everyone else on the planet (ADJUSTED FOR all the stuff) 

iii. Riches are dangerous 
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1. Not bad, but dangerous! 
2. Because they CAN make us stupid… unable to see reality 
3. And living in a perpetual prison cycle of all types of greed 

e. Because there’s ALL KINDS of greed 
i. The spender kind, craving more and more to make you happy 

ii. And the Saver kind, fearfully looking to your MONEY to protect you from disaster 
iii. SEEMINGLY opposite 
iv. But 2 sides of the same coin 

1. Both looking to MORE MONEY to make their life good, fun, secure 
13. What about that idea that I cant give now, but I will later when I’m more financially stable. 

a. Reality is that those who don’t give when they have little, won’t give more when they have more. 
b. Recent Article in the Atlantic shows 

(https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/12/americans-donate-less-to-
charity/511397/) 

i. While overall wealth has gone up over the decades, giving percentage to charity (of any kind) has 
fallen as wealth has increased 

c. NonProfit Source 2018 stats: (https://nonprofitssource.com/online-giving-statistics/) 
i. Christians are now giving only 2.5% of income; during the Great Depression it was 3.3%. 

ii. The average giving by adults who attend US Protestant churches is about $17 a week. 
iii. Tithers make up only 10-25 percent of a normal congregation. 
iv. 37% of regular church attendees and Evangelicals don’t give money to church. 
v. It’s actually the poorest americans (earning $25K and less/yr) that give the most percentage away, 

and that percentage goes down the more a person earns (ATLANTIC) 
d. JC, talking about GIVING YOUR MONEY BACK TO GOD: Luke 16: 10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also 

faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.  
i. So you think you’ll give more later, that’s actually the venom of greed coursing through your veins, 

killing your brain cells, and making you stupid. 
ii. FOOL 

14. So….. what are we to do?  
a. HOW TO WE ESCAPE?  HOW DO WE KEEP FROM GETTING BITTEN BY GREED? 

i. By the LOVE of money….. 
ii. You cant. Not here. 

b. Indeed this is where the analogy breaks down, its not near DIRE ENOUGH! 
c. that isn’t just found in occasional spiders we might run across, but is in the VERY AIR WE BREATHE in this 

country? 
i. The venom is in the very air we breathe here, so it’s nearly impossible to avoid 

d. Our only hope is to be constantly drinking the antidote. 
e. SO WHAT’S THE ANTIDOTE???? 
f. And thank GOD he’s shown us what it is, and where we can get it 

i. He is, after all, our loving father, desiring our good! 
 

15. DRUMROLL:  THE ANTIDOTE TO THIS VENOM OF GREED IS ::::::::::::: 
a. Gracious Generous Giving 

i. Anyone feel let down?   Bummed out?   Underwhelmed? 
b. Gracious Generous Giving 
c. Acts 20:35 – IT’s Happier to GIVE than to Receive! 

16. Give.  Graciously.  And truly, radically generously. 
a. It’s more happy to give than to receive. 
b. Even our recent science is catching up to Jesus: 

i. Atlantic also reported: A recent 2007 study, neuroscientists have discovered that acts of charity give 
humans pleasure, activating two parts of the brain: the ventral tegmental area in the midbrain that 
gets satisfaction from sex, drugs, and food, and the subgenual area of the brain, which is stimulated 
in response to cute babies and romantic partners. 

ii. Yes, giving actually does feel good.  Does make you happy. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/12/americans-donate-less-to-charity/511397/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/12/americans-donate-less-to-charity/511397/
https://nonprofitssource.com/online-giving-statistics/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/27/AR2007052701056.html
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c. But it’s more than that with Jesus, more than just making you feel good now (though that’s good, and an 
indicator we’re on the right track!) 

d. Jesus wants you to know that Giving not only makes you feel good, It’s ACTUALLY SMART 
e. Lets hear it again: this time back to Jesus in Luke 12:  
f. 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

g. IT’s the ANTIDOTE to the venom of greed that makes you a FOOL → makes you STUPID 
h. Did you notice what Jesus said,  
i. WE aren’t to HATE wealth, or simply divest ourselves of it like superman with kryptonite! 

i. MONEY IS POWERFUL → CAN BE USED FOR GREAT GOOD 
ii. SO, we are to be SMART, and USE AND INVEST OUR WEALTH WISELY! 

iii. Wisely in light of BIGGER REALITY 
1. Not living as a FOOL, wasting valuable time and money, but as a WISE STEWARD 

17. There IS another life, one that will last FAR LONGER THAN THIS ONE. 
a. You can’t take it with you, but you can SEND IT AHEAD 
b. The incredible truth is we can Exchange this temporal wealth for eternal wealth 

i. During this small window of opportunity 
ii. Treasure on earth for Treasure in Heaven 

c. Generous Giving is how you do it!!! 
i. Sell your possessions and GIVE TO THE NEEDY 

ii. And so provide for yourselves moneybelts (early wallets) that DON’T wear out 
d. DON’T BE A FOOL, DON’T BE STUPID!!!! invest WISELY 

18. Final nugget from this, and it’s a good one: WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO 
a. Jesus knows 2 things about the way our treasure and our hearts are linked: 
b. Our use of money INDICATES where our heart are 

i. Want to see what you really value, what you heart is REALLY captured by?  Follow the money 
1. How are you using the money God’s given you? 
2. Are you living like a steward? 

a. Or Are you living practically like an owner? 
3. The heart that is captured by the overwhelming gracious generosity of God using his money 

and possessions for the good of others (starting with meeting the needs of your church fam) 
c. AND IT CAN INFLUENCE where our hearts are 

i. Another key idea from Alcorn’s book 
ii. You wonder why you’re bored with church?  With the things of God… 

1. TRY INVESTING YOUR MONEY THERE 
iii. In high school got 2 shares stock from my grandpa…. 1 in Coke, and 1 in Lucent Tech. 

1. Never heard of lucent before 
2. Didn’t care a ton about stock market 
3. But you better believe I started watching that stuff like a hawk! 
4. I cared like crazy 

iv. Jesus knows this is true, it’s part of how he’s wired us.  So he invites us to use it for GOOD 
v. Want more of a heart for God, for church, for missions and ministry? 

1. THEN GIVE MORE BACK TO HIM THROUGH YOUR CHURCH 
2. Put your MONEY there, and your heart will follow. 

19. Application 
a. Training for Godliness together 

i. There’s a ton of ways you could specifically apply this teaching to your life. 
b. Today we’re going to focus in on one of them 

i. Consider how you might increase your giving back to God by helping meet the needs of our church 
family 

ii. Increase your giving to Tallgrass Church 
iii. Most folks do it online → Tallgrass.church/give 

20. Very practical application for our church family right now 
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a. We’ve been around 1.5 yrs.  Still pretty young church. 
b. Started out with comparatively strong giving! 

i. Those who launched out to plant TG excited to give extremely generously to help make our new 
church happen 

c. 2018 Giving was strong 
i. Even better than we’d anticipated! 

ii. We also settled pretty early on that we wanted NOT to pass the plate during our CGs, but rather 
invite folks in without any requirements, but to give as they’re able (most give online). 

d. So, as we budgeted for 2019 our Elders and Finance Team set what felt like a wise next step for TG budget.  
Conservative, but still a step forward to help shore up some basic needs, and lean more into caring for the 
needy. 

i. This has allowed us to: 
1. Pay a small stipend Elisha Hillegeist as Sprouts Coordinator to help us with the reality of the 

dozens and dozens of kiddos 
2. Pay a small stipend to Dilan Oglesby for his work as Youth minister 
3. Give some financial support to Tallgrassians who have adopted: Greeves, Swansons 
4. Help provide some critical and costly home repairs TG families in need 
5. Helped provide housing for TG neighbors who had nowhere to go 
6. Provide care for neighboring opportunities for those who’re in jail 
7. Help subsidize training materials and other costs for leaders emerging in our church 
8. Support the Helping International Students ministry with monthly giving 
9. Provide basic funds for tallgrass ministry needs like Sprouts supplies, Youth Camp, LIFE 

Groups, pastoral care, teaching and preaching God’s Word 
10. As well as basic monies needed for our church to function: rent, liability insurance, payroll 

taxes, and basic office supplies 
a. May not seem exciting, but they are! Key to allowing us to meet together and 

function as an org. 
11. We’re extremely proud of what we’ve been able to do and support as a church this year! 
12. And we have compelling vision for greater opportunities for ministry we could lean into as a 

church if we had more funds available! 
 

e. But this year we’ve struggled to meet that budget as a church.  [PAUSE] 
i. But it’s also meant money has been much tighter for our church family 

1. We’re running short each month ~ $1235 on income so far this yr.  
2. That means if this trend continues, we’ll end the year about $15K in the hole vs our budget. 
3. Thankfully we have it in our bank account, but it’ll drain us below what we’re comfortable. 

ii. It also means that come budgeting time for 2020, not only will we be unable to step forward in key 
areas of ministry, but we’ll have to make some tough calls to pull back in what we can do in 2020.  

iii. I think a part of it is we’re reaching the kind of people we want to reach! 
1. People who are or have been far from God or disconnected from the church, and are coming 

in without much foundational ethos of giving.  → That’s great!!! 
2. Perhaps that’s you! 

a. I want you to hear clearly that we want you here. 
b. You are RIGHT where you’re supposed to be 
c. And WE AR SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE 
d. There will remain no financial requirement for you to come around and be in the 

tallgrass family. 
iv. The reality is, as God has helped grow us by reaching the lost and dechurched 

1. that means far more than 50% of our church family give no money at all to TG.   
a. Again, I’m the only one who knows what folks give. 
b. We have a good system of checks and balances to ensure giving is handled wisely 

and appropriately. 
2. That means there’s LOTS of potential just within our church family to help meet these 

financial needs! 
a. Lean in TOGETHER for our church family 
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f. But we’d love to encourage and challenge you to take a step forward to help 
i. Don’t be stupid, don’t believe the lie that you can’t possibly give now (maybe later) 

1. Remember that person living at the poverty line, 
a. Richer than 86% of the world 
b. GIVING WHAT WE CAN! 
c. If they gave away 10% to charity, they’d still be richer than 85% of the world! 

i. Only down 1% 
ii. Still earning 8X Global median 

2. You CAN follow Jesus’ teaching about money, and life a life of giving NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH YOU MAKE 

ii. Modification!  →  Start somewhere 
iii. If you’re one of the 24 TG families giving 0, start somewhere! 

1. Start somewhere.  10%? (we’ve talked about this elsewhere, how it’s not a rule, but a good 
starting point!) 

iv. Seem too much of a stretch, start at 5%.  Or $100 
1. If 24 families decided to increase their giving $50/mo we’d be hitting the right avg income! 
2. If half of that, 12 families decided to up their giving by $250/mo we’d also make up our 

deficits and end the year with a balanced budget! 
3. The average income per household for a Manhattan Kansasan is 50,700 

a. So giving 10% for the average TGian would mean giving $400-500/mo 
b. So starting at $50 or even $250 would be an easily modified first step! 
c. You can always increase your giving as you go 

v. Remember, Scriptures don’t tell us how much we should give, only that in light of the Cross and 
Eternity and our Loving Father and the Great Mission, we should give ALL WE POSSIBLY CAN 

a. And it will likely be far more than we THINK we can 
2. Most of us can afford to give CONSIDERABLY more than 10% in light of our wealth 

vi. We should feel our standard of Giving in our standard of Living 
1. There should be some things we could do or buy, but don’t, because of our choices to be 

graciously generous givers.  
vii. Plan on coming to Financial Planning 101 class 

1. Get some training….. help with your finances! 
2. So you’re more able to take steps with giving, and deal with our fears. 

g. REMEMBER: OUR GOD is A GOOD GOD, good father, knows our needs, and if we seek first HIS kingdom, all 
our needs will be provided as well. 

i. He says TEST ME, and see (Mal 3:10) 
1. Jesus is inviting you into GREATER HAPPINESS than you’ve yet known as he invites you into 

gracious generous giving 
ii. And he invites you to see how he’s already led the way here: 

1. FOR GOD SO LOVE THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE ______  
a. Not something as easy as money and possessions 
b. BUT THE GREATEST TREASURE HE HAD:  His Son → For us …… for our good. 
c. So that whoever believes in him shouldn’t die but have everlasting life: THE GOSPEL 
d. Again, any behavior he commands us is ALWAYS TIED IN to the GOSPEL 

i. Not a buying or earning thing 
ii. A RESPONSE thing to the gracious generosity YOU’VE ALREADY RECEIVED 

iii. So God invites you this evening to commit to giving more back to Him, and see what he’ll do! 
1. You might not only find that your needs are met (sometimes amazingly) 
2. But many of your wants as well (We have a LAVISH GOD) 
3. He cares about you so much that he’s heaven-bent on helping save you from the deadly 

stupor of the venom of materialistic greed, so that you can be satisfied truly with the TRUE 
eternal riches. 

4. And avoid the anxiety that comes with trying to secure your own life with money 
21. This has been true for me, 

a. I’ve always been a saver, took me FAR TOO LONG to see that didn’t mean I hadn’t been bit by greed 
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b. I just had the kind that worries about security, led me to save and save, to hoard up to protect myself against 
disaster → BECAUSE I COULDN’T COUNT ON GOD 

i. I’m a Greedy Saver, and so easily anxious about MY money 
c. But from the beginning of our marriage, Jenn and I decided no matter how much we earned, we’d always give 

10% first off to our church, back to God.  And not wait till we had more to start giving 
i. Even when we made very little 

ii. Because we’d heard the warnings that those who give little when they have little, WONT GIVE MORE 
when they have more 

d. And jenn and I have always had enough. 
i. More than enough! 

1. God’s provided graciously and LAVISHLY for our family 
ii. And over the years, we’ve even tried to increase out giving %  

1. Didn’t want to be legalistic so picked 11%   →  Now we’re at 12% 
iii. We are living proof that the antidote to anxiety about money is to GIVE more → CRAZY 

e. Wonder if anyone’s willing to try it… 
f. And live a life now of great happiness as you give. 

i. Who knows what God might do with what you give back to him! 
ii. AND How GIVING more could function as a true KEYSTONE HABIT in your life 

1. As you give, begin to escape the stupor of Greed & think clearly 
2. You get less anxious, become more available to your family 
3. Grow a heart for church and ministry 
4. Develop your spiritual muscles, 
5. MORE able to be self controlled and self-giving in many other areas of your life 
6. Care for the needy, develop leaders who can equip the church for MORE ministry 
7. And live a life of deep meaning, satisfaction, and happiness NOW 
8. And when your life ends on this side, likely at a time you didn’t expect, and you stand before 

your Father, the true owner of all your stuff, you hear him tell you WELL DONE, good and 
faithful servant. Your training has been well used. 

a. YOU’RE READY NOW FOR WHAT’S NEXT ________ ! 
22. QA 

a. What’s your next step in RELATING MORE HEALTHILY TO MONEY? 
b. What kind of greed are you most tempted by?  Spending for your own pleasure, or saving for your security? 
c. What points of resistance do you notice? 


