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Life in the Upside-Down Kingdom 

Luke 6:17-49 

Geldart, 2019-2-17 

1) YALL READY to study God’s Word?      (SLOW DOWN!) 

2) Series Recap 

a. Our King and Kingdom thru Luke 

b. We’ve seen how God’s ways, values, characteristics are so upside down and backward from our 

human, worldly perspective. 

c. But the whole of the Bible is God trying to help us see that WE’RE actually the ones flipped upside-

down.  And Him trying to woo us to a whole different life. 

i. Some think it’s actually titled the UPSIDE DOWN Kingdom 

ii. (So here you go) 

d. Some of the upside down characteristics of God’s Kingdom we’ve seen so far in Luke 

i. Those who respond to God well aren’t who you’d expect 

1. The old and wise priest in the holiest site on earth (inside the temple) responds poorly 

to God 

2. While a young peasant girl in nowhereville gets it right! 

ii. Our Great King Jesus came in utter weakness, dependence, and obscurity 

1. A baby in a feeding trough 

2. Worshiped by undesirable shepherds 

iii. What is valued as GREAT is flipped on its head 

1. Rather than power, pomp, and prestige 

2. The greatest in the kingdom is the one who serves others in humility 

iv. We see our king doing his most productive work in utter solitude 

v. And finally, we see that rather than a nuisance, our King wants children to come close to 

him, AND WANTS TO GIVE THEM THE KINGDOM! 

e. The backdrop is THICK with reversals. 

3) Intro: What’s life really LIKE in the Kingdom of God 

4) Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:17-49) 

a. V 17 JC comes down from mtn w/ his newly appointed apostles and addresses a great mixed crowd.  

Disciples, huge crowd from countryside, Capital, and farther flung gentile regions of Tyre and Sidon. 

i. Mixed crowd! 

b. Similar to famous Sermon on the Mount in Matthew account 

i. Could be different retellings of the same sermon 

ii. Or could be 2 different occasions where JC shared different flavors on some of his core 

teachings 

c. Either way, this represents some of the densest and chewiest teachings of Jesus! 

i. Our God himself speaking and teaching and preaching. 

d. Jesus Opens his mouth  

i. Big moment.  Got everyone’s attention!   

1. What’s HE gonna say? 

a. Down with Rome!? (place later in contrast to loving your enemies?) 

b. Free food for all??? 

5) Pray! 

i. V 20 Looks at his disciples as he says: Blessed are you…… 

1. Blessed = happy! 
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2. Blessed are You who are poor, for yours is the KINGDOM of God 

3. Blessed are you who are HUNGRY NOW, you SHALL be satisfied (later) 

4. Blessed are you Who weep now, for you shall laugh (later) 

5. Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and 

spurn your name as evil on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day, and leap 

for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 

prophets. 

6. Major letdown. 

a. At least very confusing. 

7. To understand, we need to get how Jesus is using TIME Words [SLIDE] 

a. He’s building all of this on Foundation of an eternal perspective 

b. The GOOD LIFE in God’s Kingdom has to be evaluated based on an eternal 

perspective 

c. This life is NOT ALL THERE IS! 

d. So ultimate perspective requires accounting for the eternal. 

i. Short life now, eternal life to come! 

ii. So even if you are poor, hungry, sad, rejected now, you’re really 

BLESSED (and can be happy now!) as you estimate the great 

recompence that will come with the eternal KOG 

8. Stop here for a minute 

a. What’s your life like these days? Especially as you try to follow God? 

i. Poor 

ii. Hungry 

iii. Sad/Depressed 

iv. Rejected?  Are you an outcast because you’re holding to Christ? 

b. These words are for you this evening. 

c. Jesus Himself says you are blessed, you can be truly happy because you know 

that what’s coming will more than make up for it all. 

i. You WILL laugh, you WILL be finally and fully satisfied, you WILL be 

accepted and honored in the Kingdom to come. 

ii. Same eternal perspective cuts the other way 

1. Next set is a mirror set…. Seen in reverse (so many reversals!) 

iii. Woes 

1. We don’t use the word WOE too much these days.   

a. It’s a kind of warning 

b. The word JC uses here carries the sense of “ALAS” or “HOW TERRIBLE” 

i. More a compassionate expression of regret than a threat 

2. Woe to you who are rich, full, laugh, and are well regarded (NOW, in this world), 

because you are in extreme danger of placing your consolation, satisfaction, and hope 

later. 

a. Those who are rich can so easily fall into the trap of reliance on worldly 

possessions for their life 

b. And lose appetite for the riches of God’s Kingdom to come.  The praise of 

men now over the praise of God in his Kingdom. 
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3. Note here: we know that Jesus does not categorically regard wealth as evil, nor 

does he patently require all his followers to reject and dispossess their wealth in 

order to be saved. 

a. While he did say this to the rich young ruler, 

b. There’s no record of this charge to Matthew (rich tax collector) 

c. Or Zacchaeus (another rich tax collector) 

d. We know he was supported by prominent women (who presumedly 

maintained their wealth to thus be able to provide). 

4. At issue here seems to be what one places their TRUST in.  Their hope & security in. 

a. Woe to you who place your HOPE and TRUST in the things of THIS WORLD: 

wealth, food, respect, pleasures. 

b. And Blessed are you who place your HOPE and TRUST in the things of the 

Coming Kingdom at the expense of satisfaction and contentment now. 

5. So from the outset we learn that Those in God’s Kingdom hold a firm belief in the 

eternal perspective 

a. So much so that we reverse our perspectives on the haves and the have-nots 

of society.   

b. It’s actually the poor, downtrodden, the sad, and outcast who are primed 

for God’s Kingdom 

c. And the rich, popular, and satisfied are in great danger of missing his 

Kingdom completely! 

iv. More reversals! 

1. Where’s it all headed? 

2. Where’s he going with this? 

b. Now we get into the center of the sermon, popular Jewish literary device to put the main point in 

the middle ..  everything above sets up the main point, then everything after flows from it.   

i. So this is: 

1. The white stuff, in the middle of the oreo 

2. The meat in the sandwich 

3. the stuff! 

4. The big Idea that Jesus, the Creator God come to earth, has to say: 

ii. V 27: BUT I SAY TO YOU 

1. After everything I just said flipping the social order on its head 

a. Poor are rich, rich are poor, outcasts are blessed, popular folks are going to 

be left out… 

2. Jesus rightly anticipates what the crowd would be thinking 

a. DOWN WITH ROME!!!!! 

b. Poor folks, YAY – I’m empowered, DOWN WITH THE RICH….  

c. Rich folks – I’m threatened, FIGHT FOR OUR RIGHTS 

3. Jesus tosses in a BUT 

a. ANOTHER reversal WITHIN a series of reversals 

b. BUT, Rather than what you’d naturally do with this……. I say to you: 

c. Here comes the center – the big idea – the main point – NOT ONLY OF this sermon, but of the ENTIRE 

SCRIPTURE --- Jesus takes a deep breath and says: 

i. Love your enemies 

1. (pause) … let that sink in. 
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a. The Center … OF what God wants to say to us. 

b. Love.  Your.  Enemies. 

c. The great suckerpunch to the sinful human soul 

d. The LAST THING THEY WANTED TO HEAR FROM HIM 

i. Incidentally, it’s the very last thing we want to hear, still. 

ii. NOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

1. Not that Jesus! 

2. ANYTHING but that! 

iii. It’s no longer quiet on the plain.  The hushed gasps initially as those words tried to find a 

place to land…. Are quickly replaced by murmerings.  Chatter.  Anger! 

d. BUT JESUS ISNT DONE 

6) Then rest of the sermon all flows out of this Center. 

a. All descriptions of what THIS kind of love will look like. 

b. In case you thought you misheard him, no powerpoint!  No PA system, perhaps they hadn’t heard him 

right… 

c. He punches the crowd again and again with love,: 

i. Do GOOD to those who hate you 

ii. BLESS those who curse you 

iii. Pray for those who abuse you 

iv. Don’t be overly concerned with protecting yourself 

1. From shame (striking on cheek) 

2. From those who would take your possessions. (If they take your coat, let them have 

your underwear too). 

3. Give to all who beg 

4. To those who steal from you, don’t worry about getting your stuff back. 

v. Then comes the Golden Rule 

1. DO to others as you’d have them do to you.   

2. This sentiment is found in nearly every religious system 

a. Jewish Hillel, Confucius, etc 

b. Yet all them say it in the negative: DON’T do to others as youd have then NOT 

do to you 

c. Withhold bad treatment of others 

3. Jesus’ is deceptively similar, yet uniquely distinct 

a. Flips it on its head, and says don’t just withhold bad, GIVE THE GOOD. 

i. Something no one else had ever taught 

b. It’s lightyears ahead.  Makes all the difference. 

c. The Bible isn’t just one religious text among a sea of equals 

i. It stands utterly apart 

ii. We’ve talked before about textual, historical, and archaeological 

evidence for its reliability and uniqueness 

iii. And here JC takes the common sentiment, and really ups the ante 

ethically 

4. DO, engage, move toward, no sins of omission here, no passive live and let live 

detachment.  DO GOOD to others, everything included. 

a. Do Good, bless, pray for those who hate you, hurt you, abuse you, take from 

you. 
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i. WHY???? 

7) Gospel Connect: 

a. This call of Jesus’ is unreasonable.  Unrealistic.  Inhuman. 

i. Not in our (fallen) nature 

b. How can Jesus tell us to love our enemies, do good to those who hate us, bless those who curse us, 

pray for those who abuse us, or give freely to those who take from us? 

c. It’s a GIANT BLUE hyperlink to the answer to why and how  

i. A link to what Jesus will do soon after this sermon. 

1. Because it’s what HE will do for us. 

2. the Cross. 

a. The ultimate reversal 

b. The Upside Down King, Sacrificing himself to save the rebels who murder him. 

3. Love your enemies. 

a. The Why and the How → the cross! 

d. We do that BECAUSE God’s already done that with us.  We were the enemies.  He loved us to the 

utmost, dying for us. 

i. Even while we hated him.  Even while men cursed and spit on him, Even as he was being 

murdered, he PRAYED for his executioners. 

ii. He chose not to protect himself, but instead opened his arms wide, to abuse and shame and 

rejection and distain 

1. Unto Death, on a cross. 

iii. So that all who believed in him might not perish, but have everlasting life. 

iv. Rom 5:10 …while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son 

v. Col 1:21-22 (NIV) 21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 

because of[a] your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical 

body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 

accusation. 

e. Against this backdrop, hear again his words: 

i. Blessed are the poor 

1. He who gave up EVERYTHING -- left the splendor and riches of heaven, and became 

incomprehensively poor, so that we through his poverty might become rich 

ii. Blessed are the hungry 

1. The Bread of life whose body was broken for us 

a. So that we might never hunger or thirst again 

iii. Blessed are those who weep 

1. He who wept over Jerusalem, in sorrow to the point of death in Gethsemane, who 

cried out on the cross “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME??”   

DADDY!!!!!!????? 

a. So that he might wipe every tear from our eyes 

iv. Blessed are you when people hate you, exclude and revile you, curse your name 

1. He who was hated and rejected, reviled and considered cursed 

2. Who was driven outside the walls of Jerusalem, and crucified naked and shamed 

3. As passersby mocked and cursed his name 

4. As God the Father Himself turned his face AWAY and left Jesus all alone to die  

a. So that we might live forever 

b. That we might be loved by our Father 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col+1%3A20-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29487a
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c. So that we might be accepted by the King of the Universe 

d. So that we might never be cast out, never be excluded, never be alone or 

afraid  

e. But rather honored and exalted and embraced as if we’d never rebelled but 

honored God perfectly and righteously all the days of our lives. 

f. The Gospel 

i. The greatest of all switcheroos 

1. You and I were God’s enemies. 

ii. The greatest reversal 

1. He got my death, I get his life 

2. He got my shame, I get his honor 

3. He got my punishment, I get his reward 

4. He got my cross, I get his throne 

g. Amen.   

Amazing love! How Can it be that you my king, would die for me? 

8) So we love our enemies, because he first loved us 

a. This is essentially TG’s mission stmt: Because God first loved us, we exist to love God, and love our 

neighbors (enemies included!) 

b. We walk the trail he’s already blazed. 

9) So, in light of all this, Jesus ends his sermon…. tells us, and I’ll summarize: 

a. V37 Don’t judge others, Don’t condemn others 

i. Instead forgive, Instead give away generously 

ii. Note here about judging 

1. 2 kinds of judging in the bible 

a. Discerning what is true  

b. Determining who is guilty before God 

2. Some wrongly thing this is a prohibition against making discernments about truth 

a. Jesus later tells the people to judge for themselves what is true (Luke 12:57) 

b. And Paul commands those in the church to judge those within the church, but 

not those who are not In Christ. 

3. Clearly we must avoid the simplistic reading that would lead us to think we’re never 

able to make truth claims or discern if the claims of others are in line with scripture 

a. This error has led many astray! 

b. Thinking that love and truth are in conflict 

4. Instead we must see that in the context, Jesus is commanding his followers not to 

make condemning judgements about others on a heart level.   

a. Don’t take on the robe of the ultimate Judge (God alone) who decides 

ultimate states of people’s souls.   

b. Instead we are to engage EVERYONE (even those who we’d consider our 

enemies) with love, forgiveness, grace, and mercy.  Trusting GOD to make 

ultimate judgements of the souls of men. 

b. V 39 Don’t be an ignorant hypocrite, like the blind leading the blind.  Learn from my teaching and 

understand it, so that you can see clearly to help others. 

c. V 43 Use your words for good! blessing, healing, and rescuing: 

1. Not for evil.  For tearing down, for shaming, for rejecting, for protecting yourself  

ii. The window to the heart is the mouth.  What people say (and do) 
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1. God is pouring the light of his love into our new hearts 

2. And one of the primary ways that light gets out is through our mouths 

a. So let your light so SHINE before others that they might SEE and glorify God 

d. V46 ends with: And don’t just hear Jesus’ teaching, but obey.  Do what he says. 

i. Build the house of your life on this firm foundation. 

ii. So that When disaster, testing, suffering, and hardship come, those who are obeying Christ 

will not be shaken. 

1. Not those who have trusted in their wealth, their comfort, their status with others.  

ALL THOSE THINGS are temporal and can be taken away in an instant. 

2. The Upside Down kingdom is instead founded on CHRIST, the Upside Down King, 

who loves his enemies, and switches places with us. 

a. Who will give away his life for the blessing of others.  Who came alongside 

the poor, the outcast, the rejected, the misfits and gave up his rights to 

wealth, status, and security. 

3. The King who said (9:24) For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will save it. 

10) Backward! Upside down (Cue Logo Slide) 

a. Want to be secure? Don’t trust in the things you can see, taste, touch.  Don’t trust in money, status, 

pleasure.  Be willing to give away your stuff instead, trusting in the riches of the KOG that you’ll 

inherit! 

b. Want to be happy? Embrace a life that risks sorrow NOW banking on the joy promised beyond. 

c. Want to save your life?  Then lose it.  Give it away to Christ and in overflow to others.  Trusting that 

He alone is able to raise you from the dead. 

d. Want to live a life that really matters?  Don’t live for yourself!  Instead live to love others… even and 

especially your enemies.  You should be known for your outrageous love. 

i. Are we? 

ii. Are Christians generally known for our outrageous, gracious love? 

1. Or are we known for something else? 

iii. Are we known as people who give and give and give for the blessing of others? 

1. Or are we known for something else? 

2. Known for insisting on OUR rights.  OUR way.  OUR policies.  OUR prosperity. 

iv. These are heavy things. 

11) Neighboring – this is the heart 

a. To be known BY OUR NEIGHBORS of every kind and sphere, as people who really really love them. 

i. Yes, it’s complicated. 

ii. But YES we have great and real opportunities to love our neighbors now.  

1. We are surrounded by an ocean of spiritual poverty, accentuated for those who have 

eyes to see it, by the general abundance and wealth and comfort of our society. 

iii. And it starts by more fully embracing the perspective of God’s Eternal Kingdom, now. 

1. And risking readjusting your expectations of how and when your life is to be fulfilled. 

12) Doesn’t answer every question and scenario 

a. Jesus here speaks in the style of traditional Jewish WISDOM literature 

b. Speaking to general principles highlighted in extreme opposites. 

c. Doesn’t speak to every specific scenario 

d. Jesus is going after the HEART 

i. Breaking up the seized-up engine block of our hearts and getting that crust to move 
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ii. Only extreme conditions might break that crust up! 

13) End focus on Loving our Enemies 

a. What does it really look like for us to flesh this out? 

b. Book recommendation: Reclaiming Love by Ajith Fernando. 

c. From Reclaiming Love, Introduction: “Corrie ten Boom was imprisoned along with her two sisters, 

Betsie and Nollie, her brother Willem, and her father for having hidden Jews in their home during the 

Second World War. Her father died ten days after their arrest, and Nollie and Willem were released 

from prison shortly after their arrest. Betsie died much later after she and Corrie had spent some time 

in a concentration camp. Corrie was finally released because of a clerical error. Two years after the 

war ended, Corrie had just finished speaking at a meeting in Munich when she saw one of the terrible 

guards from her concentration camp standing in a line to meet her. Immediately, her mind flashed 

back to an image of her sister Betsie walking past this man, stripped of all her clothes and dignity. 

Now, that same guard was standing in front of Corrie with his hand thrust out. “A fine message, 

Fräulein!” he said. “How good it is to know that, as you say, all our sins are at the bottom of the sea.” 

Corrie had just spoken on the topic of forgiveness. But rather than taking the man’s hand, she 

fumbled with her pocketbook. The guard informed her that he had been a guard at Ravensbrück and 

added, “But since that time I have become a Christian. I know that God has forgiven me for the cruel 

things I did there. But I would like to hear it from your lips as well.” Again, his hand came out, 

“Fräulein, will you forgive me?” Corrie writes, “I stood there — I whose sins had every day to be 

forgiven — and I could not. Betsie had died in that place. Could he erase her slow terrible death 

simply for the asking?” As Corrie stood there, she pondered a difficult choice. She knew, in her heart, 

that there was no question of not forgiving, for she understood that “the message that God forgives 

has a prior condition: that we forgive those who have injured us.” In fact, she had just spoken of the 

necessity of forgiveness, of the need to forgive as God has forgiven us in Christ. Corrie also knew that, 

after the war, “those who were able to forgive their former enemies were able also to return to the 

outside world and rebuild their lives, no matter what the physical scars. Those who nursed bitterness 

remained invalids.” “And still,” says Corrie, “I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart.” 

Emotionally frozen, Corrie reasoned that “forgiveness is not an emotion.” Instead, she reminded 

herself that forgiveness “is an act of the will, and the will can function regardless of the temperature 

of the heart.” She silently prayed, “Jesus help me! I can lift my hand. I can do that much. You supply 

the feeling…. And so woodenly, mechanically, I stretched my hand to the one stretched out to me.” 

Just at that time something amazing happened. “The current started in my shoulder, raced down my 

arm, sprang into our joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, 

bringing tears to my eyes.” Corrie cried out, “I forgive you, brother! With all my heart!” Corrie then 

writes about the incident: “For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and 

the former prisoner. I have never known God’s love so intensely as I did then.” We wrongly assume 

that we must feel something before we can do it. We conclude that loving emotions must always 

precede loving actions. But psychologists tell us that while it is true that our emotions affect our 

actions, it is equally true that our actions affect our emotions. “We are not to sit and wait for loving 

feelings to come for some brother or sister; we are to do some loving action for them and the feelings 

will follow.” So Christian love is decisive love. And that often means loving when you don’t feel like 

doing so.” 

i. Fernando, Ajith. Reclaiming Love: Radical Relationships in a Complex World . Zondervan.  

d. Who is your enemy? (don’t overthink) 

i. In your mind, who is keeping you from happiness? 

ii. Might be a particular person 
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1. That guy at work or school who makes fun of your faith 

2. Neighbor, professor 

3. Maybe someone who hurt you 

4. your spouse 

a. divorce rates are high! 

b. For many Americans, the person who gets the closest, where the filter most 

comes off, gets under our skin, their spouse becomes the defacto enemy. 

c. No one starts out at the alter hating their spouse. 

d. But marriage is tough. 

e. And many end up hating the one they committed to love. 

5. Your kid 

6. Your parents 

7. Your boss 

8. Someone you DON’T want to run into 

9. I’ll never forgive them for ___________ 

iii. Maybe it’s not a specific person, but a group of people, or TYPE of people 

1. Maybe its men.  Or women. 

2. A political party 

3. A race, ethnicity 

4. People with ________ skin color 

5. People from _________ country 

6. A religious group 

7. People at your last church that messed you over 

e. Love your enemies.  Bless.  Pray for their GOOD. 

f. Some of you hate yourself. 

i. This is the core of the human sin condition 

1. A love of self that ultimately leads to self hatred. 

ii. For many of you, your main enemy is yourself. 

1. So your first step in the Upside Down Kingdom life is to love your enemy 

2. Love yourself.   

3. It’s going to start by risking LETTING yourself be loved, by Jesus. 

4. * Be Kind to Yourself song by Andrew Peterson 

14) We don’t know for sure what will happen 

a. It’s possible our enemy will not respond well to our love 

i. Our love might not ever WORK at changing them from enemies to friends. 

b. But results are up to God and people’s free wills play a part in it as well. 

c. Following Christ means being WILLING to move into love and forgiveness. 

i. To let go of your “right” to hate them 

ii. To take your sense of justice, and hand it over to God. 

d. Because self-giving love is not merely a means to an end 

i. BUT IT IS AN END IN ITSELF 

e. And after all, anything is possible, even when we see NO way! 

i. Repentance, change, and reconciliation are on God’s heart.  His SPECIALTIES 

ii. His super powers 

f. Who is GOD calling YOU to move toward in this kind of radical upside-down self-giving love? 
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i. This deep, God type love, that’s not a feeling that can come and go, but is primarily a CHOICE 

… to Be and Do Good for the other, even at your own expense. 

ii. THAT kind of love.    

g. Who is God bringing to mind? 

15) I challenge you to make specific at least one face.  Or one category of people. 

a. Write on your notepad or Evernote:   MY ENEMY IS _______________ 

b. And take that in your heart from this place.   

i. Talk to God about it. 

ii. Talk to others about it. 

c. ___________ IS WHO I MUST LOVE 

d. And take a scary step of faith toward them in love and blessing. 

i. You’ll likely need to get advice and help from trusted others thinking through this step. 

e. Who knows what God might do as we learn to love our enemies?! 

16) PRAY 

17) Q&R 

 

Possible Q&R Topics: 

1. What does it really look like to love our enemies? 

a. Again, JC is using typical Jewish Wisdom literary rhetoric style here.  Talking in extremes and 

opposites to illustrate core principles and truths. 

b. JC is trying to get at the HEART (not details for each possible specific scenario). 

i. Form the heart, then it can engage with the world 

c. So JC is concerned with teaching people to love their enemies FROM THE HEART 

d. I think the answer to that question is as varied as the possible situations 

e. Takes wisdom, Scripture, and usually the perspective of others wise in God’s word and love, to 

discern how to apply a heart of sacrificial love to specific situations 

2. What about abuse?  Are we saying women should just stay in abusive situations? 

a. Again, JC is using typical Jewish Wisdom literary rhetoric style here.  Talking in extremes and 

opposites to illustrate core principles and truths. 

b. JC is trying to get at the HEART (not details for each possible specific scenario). 

i. Form the heart, then it can engage with the world 

c. So JC is concerned with teaching people to love their enemies FROM THE HEART 

i. So the line about letting our enemies strike us on the other cheek/jaw should not be 

regarded as a universal mandate to always let others abuse us. 

ii. Instead have the heart who loves so much that it isn’t concerned primarily with self 

protection. 

iii. If a woman (or anyone) is in a dangerous or abusive situation, get out if out can! 

1. Get others perspective. 

2. And see how you can still aim for the others’ good and be loving toward them 

3. Usually, a domestic abuser is NOT best loved by his victim continuing to submit to 

his evil abuse. 

4. Get out, get to safety.  We’d love to help.  

d.  

3. Satan is our enemy.  Is JC saying we must love and do good to Satan? 

a. I have no idea ultimately. 
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b. Dont see any indication in scripture that humans are encouraged to be merciful or kind to 

demons.   

c. Instead we are to resist them, attack them, plunder their possessions, and call Satan a lier and a 

thief and a murderer. 

d. I have my own wonderings about what our relationship to demons might be in the future, after 

Christ’ Kingdom has fully come and we’ve been resurrected into a New Heaven and Earth. 

i. We’re told we’ll judge angels. 

ii. We’ve received mercy from God while WE were his enemies. 

iii. Perhaps we’ll judge demons with wisdom founded in a gospel of grace. 

e. But I don’t see any indication that now, this side of eternity, we’re to love Satan or his Kingdom. 

i. Indeed we’re to hate and reject it. 

4. How can I forgive someone who isn’t sorry or isn’t available (death, run away, etc)? 

a. This is a tough one. 

b. There’s some who think differently about this from me 

c. But personally I see a Biblical mandate to forgive others who wrong us,  

d. We see clear teaching that as many times as my brother wrongs me and repents, I’m to forgive 

him. 

i. Our forgiveness isn’t primarily based on their response however, 

ii. Instead we forgive because we trust God to judge ultimately, and out of gratitude for the 

forgiveness we’ve received 

iii. When we forgive we release a prisoner. And once done, we find that prisoner is me. 

1. Some real truth to this. 

2. Unforgiveness holds us captive. 

3. Cancer that eats away at our soul 

4. So we also forgive for ourselves 

e. Ultimately all sins are against God.  Even ones done to me. 

i. So it’s no cop out to forgive my offenses, and entrust it to GOD to ultimately judge justly. 

f. Restoration of a relationship takes both parties to work 

g. But I can forgive from my side alone.  

5. How are we to balance the call to sacrificial lifestyle with need for self-care and boundaries? 

a. At issue here is a HEART of love, willing to sacrifice for the good of others.   

i. No clear rule here about self care 

ii. Clearly explicit value in scriptures 

iii. Long-haul vision 

iv. But path of enemy-love likely not down the middle, skews toward sacrifice 

1. ETERNAL perspective 

6. What about the OT ethic of hatred/conquering of Jewish enemies? 

a. Tough one. 

b. Take more to unpack, and study 

c. Paul Copan, “Is God a Moral Monster” 
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Text Outline 

17-19: Sermon on Plain (setting, mixed multitude) 

20-23: (To Disciples) Beatitudes 

24-26: (To Disciples) Woes 

27-31: (To All?) Love Enemies, give, golden rule 

32-36: (Logic) Don’t just love those who love you, give to those who can repay (Even sinners do that). Give w/o 

any expectation of return 

37-38: Don’t Judge or condemn, Instead forgive and give away (you’ll be measured using the measurements you 

use) 

39-42: Blind cant lead Blind. Take log out of your eye first before addressing speck in brother’s eye 

43-45: Trees matched w/ their fruit (like hearts and what mouths speak) 

46-49: Build your house on the Rock 

 


