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Reclaiming Love for One Another
1 John 4:7-9, 17-19
Ben Deaver at Tallgrass Church on April 22, 2018

Big Idea: Because God first loved us, we exist to love God and love our neighbors.
Announcements:

· Welcome to Week 3 of Tallgrass Community Church! 

· Tension of pulling off our Sunday Central Gathering vs. reaching out into our neighborhoods.

· Identify Point People and how you can serve.

· Tallgrass Directories in mid-May

· ManCamp postponed

· Membership in early fall

· Ladies After Party TONIGHT at Amber Johnson’s place!

Recap

· Reclaiming Tallgrass

· Reclaiming the Love of God

· Reclaiming Love for One Another
· Reclaiming Neighboring—Plus the Lord’s Supper!

· Then three weeks on Life Together followed by 1 Timothy, Lord willing!

Perfected Love—Inhaling and Exhaling God’s Love

· End goal is love one another. 

· We normally use “perfect” to mean “flawless, without any blemish” (“He got a perfect score on his exam”). But perfect here primarily means to fulfill one’s purpose. So being “perfected in love” means “having God’s love fulfill its purpose in us.”
· Perfection here isn’t talking about getting a perfect score, or playing a perfect basketball game, but it’s talking about completion, maturity, fruition, reaching the end goal. 

· Examples: ???
· Let’s take a deep breath in together and let it out together. That’s just what some of us need this evening.

· We have to both inhale AND exhale the love of God. Receiving and Giving the Agape Love of God
· The rest of God’s creation compared to us:

· Grape vine example. Grape vines do this naturally. Humans? Nope!
· We need to be perfected in love. We need to choose to live out how God designed us. 
· Times when humans are very conscious of respiration:

· Running

· Yoga

· Scuba diving

· Giving birth

Let’s be very intentional about receiving and giving God’s love! 

We will have time at the end to spur one another on to love. Be ready to share!
Have Kate read 1 John 4:7-8, 17-19

1 John 4:7-8
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
1 John 4:17-19
17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 
Pray!
Inhaling God’s Love—The Gospel Circles 

· Study Tool
· Gospel, Gospel Truths, Gospel Behavior
1 John 4:17-19
17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment (GOSPEL TRUTH), because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear (GOSPEL TRUTHS) in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love (GOSPEL BEHAVIOR) because he first loved us (GOSPEL). 
Gospel 

· Christ died for our sins. 
· What we could not do for ourselves God has done for us in Christ.
· God made a way where there was no way.

· “He first loved us.” This is what most of 1 John is about!
Inhaling God’s Love—The Nature of Agapé

1. Only from God

2. His foundational attribute

3. Gracious and prior

4. Sacrificial and redemptive

5. Inviting, not coercing

6. Experienced by the Spirit

Gospel Truths

· 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment (GOSPEL TRUTH), because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear (GOSPEL TRUTH) in love, but perfect love casts out fear. 
· 1 John 3:1a   See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. 
Inhaling God’s Love Recap:

1. Read
2. Study (with others)
3. Memorize
4. Cultivate Gratitude
5. Community
6. Pray

When we understand and experience God’s love then amazing things will happen in and through us. Ask God, “How are you trying to show me your love? How are you trying to love me?”
How have you recently received God’s love?

Gospel Behavior

· “We love.”

· Love one another.

· Tallgrass Church Mission: Because God first loved us, we exist to love God and love our neighbors.

· Our neighbor includes those within the church. That’s John’s focus and that’s our focus tonight.

Gospel Circles Practice
· 1 John 3:16-18   16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us (GOSPEL), and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers (GOSPEL BEHAVIOR). 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth (GOSPEL BEHAVIOR).
· Get practical!

· Plenty of meal trains setup right now. 

Love One Another—A New, Old Commandment

· 1 John 2:7-8   7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you…
· So which is it, John, a new or old commandment?
· John 13:34-35   34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
So, how is this a NEW commandment?

Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John
· “This commandment is new, not because it is intrinsically different from the law of love of the Old Testament. Nor is it new because of Jesus’ redefining of ‘neighbour’ (Lk. 10:29-37), though that is certainly significant. The ‘newness’ lies rather in its being the law of the ‘new covenant’ which Jesus is to establish through his death, and which he has so recently proclaimed during the supper they have shared. The new covenant brings with it the new life in the Holy Spirit which will as never before enable the fulfilling of the law.” – Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John, 206.
· 1 John 3:11   For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.
· Then he goes on to talk about Cain and Abel. So this message to love one another really was from the beginning.
· Deuteronomy 6:4-5

· Leviticus 19:17-18

· “It is ‘new’ also in the sheer depth and demand of the summons to love which Jesus issues. In the light of the cross all other descriptions and definitions of love pale into insignificance. Here indeed is love ‘so amazing, so divine’ (Isaac Watts). Yet according to Jesus this is the norm for Christian community.” – Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John, 206.
D.A. Carson, John
· “The new command is simple enough for a toddler to memorize and appreciate, profound enough that the most mature believers are repeatedly embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and put it into practice: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” – D.A. Carson, John, 484.
· “The more we recognize the depth of our own sin, the more we recognize the love of the Saviour; the more we appreciate the love of the Saviour, the higher his standard appears; the higher his standard appears, the more we recognize in our selfishness, our innate self-centredness, the depth of our own sin.” – D.A. Carson, John, 484.
· The Cross of Christ illustration?
Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John


· “We also note the evangelistic power of love. A loving community, says Jesus, is the visible authentication of the gospel. Love is the ‘final apologetic’ (Francis Schaeffer). Jesus places no limit on this demonstration; all will recognize and know it. Unlike other associations which are based upon common interest or outlook, the church is to be marked by an inclusiveness which echoes the universal appeal of Jesus.” – Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John, 206-207. 
· “It is designated as a community which welcomes all people, irrespective of background, age, gender, colour, moral history, social status, influence, intelligence, religious background or the lack of it. To love like Jesus is to love inclusively, indiscriminately and universally. When that kind of love flows within a congregation the world will take note that ‘they have been with Jesus’.” – Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John, 206-207.

· The Gospel of John was written after the Gospel of Matthew. It would seem that Jesus’ words in Matthew to love your enemy (Matthew 5) would be more challenging than to love one another within the church (John 13). Actually, loving one another within the church is extremely difficult.

· If you want to love your neighbor well then love your brother and sister in Christ well. That’s how your neighbor will know you follow Jesus.

What might God do through Tallgrass Church if we learned to love one another like this?

God’s Perfected Love Training Program (PLTP)
· God’s goal for our lives is to conform us to be like His Son, Jesus Christ.
· Paul’s goal is to present everyone mature, or perfect, in Christ (Colossians 1:28-29).
· Paul says that physical training is great but training for godliness is even better because it’s helpful in this life AND the life to come (1 Timothy 4:7b-8).
· This life is to train us for godliness, to be experts in self-giving love, just like Jesus.
1. Biblical Instruction
God trains us through biblical instruction about how to love.

The one anothers! Pass out handout.
· So much of the New Testament is instruction on how to live within the church. Why’s that? Because it’s so terribly difficult. 

· If you’re not in close relationships with people in the church you may not even have a context to practice the one anothers. Seems like we need to get in close in community with each other.

· The depth of relationship possible within the family of God makes the probability of deep relational pain very high.
· We will hurt one another. So we will get ample opportunity to grow in these one anothers.

· How else will we practice forgive one another if we aren’t close enough to hurt one another?
· As I said last week, the Bible is God’s love-letter to you. So as you read it, it is important to ask God, “What does this passage teach about how You love me?” But since we are to love others in the same way that God loves us, we should also ask, “What does this passage teach about how You want me to love others?”
What “one another” are you already good at? God wants to help you perfect His love in you. What “one another” do you know you struggle with?

The Life of Jesus

· Jesus lived out the “one anothers” perfectly because we couldn’t but also so that we CAN live them out. We follow His example. Paul says, “Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ!”

· Jesus loved sacrificially. His love was not primarily a feeling, but a choice to give of Himself for the well-being of others. Garden of Gethsamane.
· Yet Jesus also loved emotionally. Weeping with Mary over Lazarus’ death.
· Jesus loved by forgiving. Forgiving Peter for denying Him. AND “Father forgive them!” spoken from the cross.
· Yet Jesus also disciplined people in love. Rich young ruler, Jesus looked at him and loved him and said, “You lack one thing!” 
What story about Jesus are you drawn to imitate? Meet with God over this story.

2. Spirit’s Promptings

· In Galatians 5:22, Paul tells us that God’s Spirit forms love in our characters. A few verses later, Paul urges us to “keep in step with the Spirit.” This means that God’s Spirit personally guides or prompts us in unique ways of loving people. For example:
· The Spirit prompts us to specific acts of love. Philip prompted to go speak to the Ethiopian eunuch on in a deserted area in Acts 8. Prompted to text someone an encouragement or offer to watch someone’s kids for them. Prompted to give to something or someone financially, even a specific amount.
· God also prompts us to commit to ongoing roles of love-giving. He called Timothy to be a church-planter and pastor by a prophetic word from Paul and others (see 1 Timothy 1:18,19). Prompted to plant Tallgrass Church!

· If you talk to veteran Christian workers around here, you will hear many of them tell similar stories. Such promptings usually involve both an internal sense and a confirmation by other Christians who know you.
· How often do you ask God to lead you in this way? Sometimes we do not have because we do not ask. How do you normally respond when God prompts you in this way? The more we obey God when He prompts us, the more promptings we get (or recognize).

How is the Spirit prompting you to love even right now? Write it down. Follow through with it. He wants to teach you to love!

3. Positive and Negative Models

· God also trains us by providing both positive and negative models in this area. Paul tells us to take full advantage of positive models by closely observing and imitating them.
· Philippians 3:17   Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.
· They may motivate you through their whole lifestyle to imitate their faith and love. This is one of the very best things about being involved in a home church. You get to rub shoulders with people who have been walking down this path for quite a while. Being around them, benefiting from their love, asking them for advice about how to love people, etc. is a great opportunity if you want to be perfected in love. Take advantage of them – they love to be used in this way!
· God also provides us with negative models. As you observe the emptiness and corruption of lives committed to self-centeredness, you grieve – but God can motivate you through them to reject living for self and sell out to the self-giving way of life. Are you learning the lesson of negative models?

Who is a positive model for self-giving love in your life? Who is a negative model?

4. “Difficult People”

· “Difficult people” refers to people who you don’t want to be around but can’t avoid (e.g., WORK ASSOCIATES; NEIGHBORS; IN-LAW’S), or to loved ones whose sins drive you up the wall (i.e., SPOUSE’S IDIOSYNCRASIES; CHILDREN’S ISSUES; CHRISTIAN FRIEND’S BESETTING SINS). Boundaries with “difficult people” are sometimes needed but we tend to cut people out of our lives too quickly.
· We feel like we would be better off if we could get away from them or at least control their problems. But through them, God gives us special training in areas of love deficiency. This is a key perspective if you want to succeed in marriage and close friendships!
· We feel like they are obstructing God’s plan for our lives, but He works sovereignly through even their painful wounds to advance His redemptive plan (Genesis 50:20).
· What is your goal—to be free from difficult people, or to be perfected in love? 

Who is a “difficult person” in your life right now? Perhaps God wants to help you perfect His love in you!

5. Reward

· God rewards self-giving love with true happiness!

· Good athletic trainers know that undergoing training is difficult – so they know how to reward progress with encouragement, etc. God does this with us (read Jn.13:17). Jesus promised His followers that as they followed His example of self-giving love, they would be “blessed” (makarios) – or truly happy. What does this true happiness look like? It has many faces:
· Sometimes it is a surge of joy after you feel you have nothing – but give anyway (EXAMPLE). This helps us to associate joy with love-giving rather than with various forms of taking (Acts 20:35).
· Sometimes it is realizing that you have a deeper security in God’s love since you have embraced this way of life years ago (John 15:9-12)
· Sometimes you feel awe when you follow His prompting to love someone – and then see how He works through you (Acts 2:43).
· Sometimes He comforts us and strengthens you in the midst of pain and weariness to enable you to go on loving people (2 Thessalonians 2:16,17).
· Sometimes He grants you deep (and humble) satisfaction as you see reflect on how He has worked through your love to transform people in deep ways (3 John 1:4).
· God knows exactly when we need to be rewarded, what kind of reward we need, and how to give it to us. This is a big part of the adventure of being perfected in love that makes it so addicting (in the healthy sense). And all of this is just the foretaste of the ultimate and eternal joy we will experience when we are in His presence and can fully receive and give His love!

When have you experienced joy (or happiness) through giving sacrificial love? Why not pursue THAT happiness more this week?

PLTP Summary:
1. Biblical Instruction

2. Spirit’s Promptings

3. Positive and Negative Models

4. “Difficult People”

5. Reward

Spur one another on to love!
1. What “one another” do you know you struggle with?

2. What story about Jesus’ love are you drawn to imitate?
3. How is the Spirit prompting you to love even right now?
4. Who is a positive model for self-giving love in your life? 
5. When have you experienced happiness through loving sacrificially?
6. What might God do through Tallgrass Church to reach our community if we learned to love one another as Christ loved us?

“One Anothers” and Music

Ephesians 5:19   …addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart…

Take a deep breath! And let’s pray!

SING -------------------------------------------------- Pray over Barb Goodman.
Chopping Block:
Passages:

· Galatians 6:9-10   9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
· Romans 8:28-30   28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
1 John Intro

· 1 John 1:4   And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
· 1 John 3:20-21   20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
· 1 John 5:1-3   1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.
· Does the command to love feel burdensome?
· 1 John 5:13   I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.
D.A. Carson’s poem

I love you because you first loved me: your love 

With irresistible enticement paid

In blood, has won my heart; and, unafraid 

Of all but self, I’m driven now to  love.

I love because you first loved me: your love 

Has transformed all my calculations, made 

A farce of love based on exchange, displayed 

Extravagant self-giving from above.

I love because you first loved me: without 

Regenerating power provided by

Your Son’s propitiating death, no doubt

My strongest love would be the mighty “I.” 

Your self-originating love’s alone — 

The motive, standard, power of my own.

The “One Anothers”
· Love one another—John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Romans 12:10; 13:8; 14:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11-12; 2 John 1:5

· Serve one another—Galatians 5:13, 22; Philippians 2:3; 1 Peter 4:9; 5:5

· Accept one another—Romans 15:7, 14

· Strengthen one another—Romans 14:19

· Help one another—Hebrews 3:13; 10:24
· Encourage one another—Romans 14:19; 15:14; Colossians 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25

· Care for one another—Galatians 6:2

· Forgive one another—Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13

· Submit to one another—Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5

· Commit to one another—1 John 3:16

· Build trust with one another—1 John 1:7

· Be devoted to one another—Romans 12:10

· Be patient with one another—Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13

· Be interested in one another—Philippians 2:4

· Be accountable to one another—Ephesians 5:21

· Confess to one another—James 5:16

· Live in harmony with one another—Romans 12:16

· Do not be conceited with one another—Romans 13:10

· Do not pass judgment on one another—Romans 14:13; 15:7

· Do not slander one another—James 4:11

· Instruct one another—Romans 15:14

· Greet one another—Romans 16:16; 2 Corinthians 13:12

· Admonish one another—1 Thessalonians 5:14; Colossians 3:16

· Spur one another toward love and good deeds—Hebrews 10:24

· Meet with one another—Hebrews 10:25

· Agree with one another—1 Corinthians 1:10
· Be concerned for one another—Hebrews 10:24

· Be humble to one another—Ephesians 4:2

· Be compassionate to one another—Ephesians 4:32

· Do not be consumed by one another—Galatians 5:14-15

· Do not anger one another—Galatians 5:26

· Do not lie to one another—Colossians 3:9

· Do not grumble against one another—James 5:9

· Give preference to one another—Romans 12:10

· Be at peace with one another—Romans 12:18

· Sing to one another—Ephesians 5:19

· Be of the same mind with one another—Romans 12:16; 15:5

· Comfort one another—1 Thessalonians 4:18; 5:11

· Be kind to one another—Ephesians 4:32

· Live in peace with one another—1 Thessalonians 5:13

· Carry one another’s burdens—Galatians 6:2

Quotes related to John 13:34-35:

Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John


· “This commandment is new, not because it is intrinsically different from the law of love of the Old Testament. Nor is it new because of Jesus’ redefining of ‘neighbour’ (Lk. 10:29-37), though that is certainly significant. The ‘newness’ lies rather in its being the law of the ‘new covenant’ which Jesus is to establish through his death, and which he has so recently proclaimed during the supper they have shared. The new covenant brings with it the new life in the Holy Spirit which will as never before enable the fulfilling of the law. It is ‘new’ also in the sheer depth and demand of the summons to love which Jesus issues. In the light of the cross all other descriptions and definitions of love pale into insignificance. Here indeed is love ‘so amazing, so divine’ (Isaac Watts). Yet according to Jesus this is the norm for Christian community.” – Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John, 206.
· “We also note the evangelistic power of love. A loving community, says Jesus, is the visible authentication of the gospel. Love is the ‘final apologetic’ (Francis Schaeffer). Jesus places no limit on this demonstration; all will recognize and know it. Unlike other associations which are based upon common interest or outlook, the church is to be marked by an inclusiveness which echoes the universal appeal of Jesus. It is designated as a community which welcomes all people, irrespective of background, age, gender, colour, moral history, social status, influence, intelligence, religious background or the lack of it. To love like Jesus is to love inclusively, indiscriminately and universally. When that kind of love flows within a congregation the world will take note that ‘they have been with Jesus’. Nor need this standard daunt us. Tertullian reported in the late second century the comment of the pagans in his day: ‘Behold, how these Christians love each other! How ready they are to die for each other!’ Their mutual love was the magnet which drew the pagan multitudes to Christ. It has the potential to do so still.” – Bruce Milne, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of John, 206-207.

· If you want to love your neighbor well then love your brother and sister in Christ well. That’s how your neighbor will know you follow Jesus.

D.A. Carson, John
· “The new command is simple enough for a toddler to memorize and appreciate, profound enough that the most mature believers are repeatedly embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and put it into practice: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. The standard of comparison is Jesus’ love (cf. v. 1), just exemplified in the footwashing (cf. vv. 12-17); but since the footwashing points to his death (vv. 6-10), these same disciples but a few days later would begin to appreciate a standard of love they would explore throughout their pilgrimage. The more we recognize the depth of our own sin, the more we recognize the love of the Saviour; the more we appreciate the love of the Saviour, the higher his standard appears; the higher his standard appears, the more we recognize in our selfishness, our innate self-centredness, the depth of our own sin.” – D.A. Carson, John, 484.
Andreas J. Köstenberger, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: John 
· “Jesus’ ‘new command’ to his followers to love each other as he has loved them constitutes the third major topic. This will be the mark of his disciples (cf. Matt. 5:43-48; Rom. 8:37; Rev. 1:5). The command to love one’s neighbor was not new. Love within the community was also highly regarded at Qumran (e.g., 1QS 1:10; cf. Josephus, J.W. 2.8.2§119), and neighbor love was emphasized by the first-century rabbi Hillel. What was new was Jesus’ command for his disciples to love one another as he has loved them—laying down their lives. This rule of self-sacrificial, self-giving, selfless love, a unique quality of love inspired by Jesus’ own love for the disciples, will serve as the foundational ethic for the new messianic community.” – Andreas J. Köstenberger, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: John (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004), pp 423-424.
D.A. Carson, The Supremacy of Christ and Love in a Postmodern World at the Desiring God 2006 National Conference

· The “world” is all that is anarchic in the human domain, all that rebels against God. For God to love this world with the love that he has for his eternal Son is simply past finding out. The love of the Son for the Father, though we understand so little of the Trinity, is comprehensible enough. But for Jesus to say to us, “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (13:34–35) — this is simultaneously incomprehensible and incalculably wonderful. We fall at his feet in adoration and worship; we are hushed, convicted, lifted up; we know ourselves to be immeasurably privileged, nothing other (to use Paul’s expression) than the sons of God by adoption.

· Doubtless many who read these lines are aware that much contemporary scholarship on John’s Gospel views this Gospel as irremediably sectarian. The dominant reason that is advanced is this: In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples are told to love their enemies (Matthew 5:44), while here in John they are told to love each other, and the enemies are not mentioned. Surely (it is argued) this reflects a community that has turned in on itself, a community that must therefore be labeled sectarian. But since our love for one another within the church is to be modeled on the intra-Trinitarian love of God, would anyone be so bold as to suggest that God’s intra-Trinitarian love is sectarian? Contemporary sociological categories come nowhere near understanding what Jesus says in this Gospel.

· Or consider what many ecumenical voices say about John 17. These voices tend to read a selection of lines from this chapter, and then say that if we do not sign on to the ecumenical movement, bury all differences of doctrine, and simply love each other for Jesus’ sake, Jesus’ prayer will never be answered. We have an obligation, they say, to ensure that Jesus’ prayer is answered, “that they may be one.” Otherwise Jesus’ himself is frustrated by unanswered prayer. Such exhortations rarely wrestle with what this chapter says about God, about Christ, about Christ’s mission, about the place this chapter has on the way to the cross, resurrection, and vindication of the Son, about the nature of the love between the Father and the Son.

· Moreover, Christians reading these words toward the end of the first century, when this Gospel started to circulate, were not wringing their hands and wondering how they could help poor old Jesus by encouraging the ecumenical movement along. They were exuberantly thanking God that Jesus’ prayer was being fulfilled before their eyes, as men and women were being converted from many tribes and tongues and peoples and languages, and were loving one another for Jesus’ sake.

· Of course, this love is still far from perfect: nothing in these dimensions is perfect until the consummation. But Jesus’ glorious prayer “that they may be one” is manifestly being answered to a superlative degree in the confessional church around the world today, as Christians bask in God’s love and understand that all of our love is but a grace-driven response to the intra-Trinitarian love of God which has issued in the glorification of the Son by means of the cross, in the Son’s perfect obedience to his Father, all the way to the cross.

· Or what shall we make of postmodern voices that, in the name of love, deny the exclusive role that Jesus plays in mediating God’s love to us? Will their siren tones increase love, or even our understanding of love? Sadly, no: they merely restore idolatry under a new guise. These voices are among the least tempered and least loving of our time, especially with those who do not agree with their vision.

· Christian love is anchored in the Godhead, anchored in eternity, anchored in Christ, anchored in the cross. Other New Testament Christians, apart from the initial readers of the Gospel of John, understood these things, of course. “I live by faith in the Son of God,” Paul writes — and then he cannot restrain himself, but adds, “who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Again, we read, “We love, because he first loved us” (compare 1 John 4:7–12).
Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer:

“It is not simply to be taken for granted that the Christian has the privilege of living among other Christians. Jesus Christ lived in the midst of his enemies. At the end all his disciples deserted him. On the Cross he was utterly alone, surrounded by evildoers and mockers. For this cause he had come, to bring peace to the enemies of God. So the Christian, too, belongs not in the seclusion of a cloistered life but in the thick of foes. There is his commission, his work. ‘The Kingdom is to be in the midst of your enemies. And he who will not suffer this does not want to be of the Kingdom of Christ; he wants to be among friends, to sit among roses and lilies, not with the bad people but the devout people. O you blasphemers and betrayers of Christ! If Christ had done what you are doing who would ever have been spared?’ (Luther).” (pp. 17-18)

“’I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries’ (Zech. 10:9). According to God’s will Christendom is a scattered people, scattered like seed ‘into all the kingdoms of the earth’ (Deut. 28:25). That is its curse and its promise. God’s people must dwell in far countries among the unbelievers, but it will be the seed of the Kingdom of God in all the world.” (p. 18)

“The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the believer.” (p. 19)

“Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. No Christian community is more or less than this. Whether it be a brief, single encounter or the daily fellowship of years, Christian community is only this. We belong to one another only through and in Jesus Christ. What does this mean? It means, first, that a Christian needs others because of Jesus Christ. It means, second, that a Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ. It means, third, that in Jesus Christ we have been chosen from eternity, accepted in time, and united for eternity.” (p. 21)

“The Christ is in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is sure. And that also clarifies the goal of all Christian community: they meet one another as bringers of the message of salvation. As such, God permits them to meet together and gives them community. Their fellowship is founded solely upon Jesus Christ and this ‘alien righteousness.’ All we can say, therefore, is: the community of Christians springs solely from the Biblical and Reformation message of the justification of man through grace alone; this alone is the basis of the longing of Christians for one another.” (p. 23)

“Those who love their dream of a Christian community more than they love the Christian community itself become destroyers of that Christian community even though their personal intentions may be ever so honest, earnest and sacrificial. God hates this wishful dreaming because it makes the dreamer proud and pretentious. Those who dream of this idolized community demand that it be fulfilled by God, by others and by themselves. They enter the community of Christians with their demands set up by their own law, and judge one another and God accordingly. It is not we who build. Christ builds the church. Whoever is mindful to build the church is surely well on the way to destroying it, for he will build a temple to idols without wishing or knowing it. We must confess he builds. We must proclaim, he builds. We must pray to him, and he will build. We do not know his plan. We cannot see whether he is building or pulling down. It may be that the times which by human standards are the times of collapse are for him the great times of construction. It may be that the times which from a human point are great times for the church are times when it’s pulled down. It is a great comfort which Jesus gives to his church. You confess, preach, bear witness to me, and I alone will build where it pleases me. Do not meddle in what is not your providence. Do what is given to you, and do it well, and you will have done enough…. Live together in the forgiveness of your sins. Forgive each other every day from the bottom of your hearts.”

“God hates visionary dreaming; it makes the dreamer proud and pretentious. The man who fashions a visionary ideal of community demands that it be realized by God, by others, and by himself. He enters the community of Christians with his demands, sets up his own law, and judges the brethren and God Himself accordingly. He stands adamant, a living reproach to all others in the circle of brethren. He acts as if he is the creator of Christian community, as if his dream binds men together. When things do not go his way, he calls the effort a failure. When his ideal picture is destroyed, he sees the community going to smash. So he becomes, first an accuser of his brethren, then an accuser of God, and finally the despairing accuser of himself.” (pp. 27-28)

“Even when sin and misunderstanding burden the communal life, is not the sinning brother still a brother, with whom I, too, stand under the Word of Christ? Will not his sin be a constant occasion for me to give thanks that both of us may live in the forgiving love of God in Christ Jesus? Thus the very hour of disillusionment with my brother becomes incomparable salutary, because it so thoroughly teaches me that neither of us can ever live by our own words and deeds, but only by that one Word and Deed which really binds us together—the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ. When the morning mists of dreams vanish, then dawns the bright day of Christian fellowship.” (p. 28)

“A pastor should not complain about his congregation, certainly never to other people, but also not to God. A congregation has not been entrusted to him in order that he should become its accuser before God and men.” (p. 29) 

“When a person becomes alienated from a Christian community in which he has been placed and begins to raise complaints about it, he had better examine himself first to see whether the trouble is not due to his wish dream that should be shattered by God; and if this be the case, let him thank God for leading him into this predicament.” (p. 30)

“Christian brotherhood is not an ideal which we must realize; it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate. The more clearly we learn to recognize that the ground and strength and promise of all our fellowship is in Jesus Christ alone, the more serenely shall we think of our fellowship and pray and hope for it.” (p. 30)

“Because spiritual love does not desire (eros) but rather serves, it loves an enemy as a brother. It originates neither in the brother nor in the enemy but in Christ and his Word. Human love can never understand spiritual love, for spiritual love is from above; it is something completely strange, new, and incomprehensible to all earthly love.” (p. 35)

“’Speak to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs…’” (p. 59)

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community… Let him who is not in community beware of being alone.” (p. 77)
